A  weekly  30-ininute  television  show  aimed  at  Christian  men 
will  premiere  this  fall  on  FamilyNet/ACTS,  the  broadcast  and 
cable  television  services  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and 
Television  Commission  (RTVC)  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Arthur 
Hixson  of  Nashville,  a  former  RTVC  employee,  will  produce 
“Man  to  Man”  from  his  monthly  one-hour  subscription  video 
magazine  of  the  same  name.  “The  TV  version  is  just  a  matter 
of  taking  my  vision  for  helping  men  a  step  further.  God;  obvi¬ 
ously.  is  at  work  among  Christian  men.  Using  television  and 
video  to  show  how  he  is  working  will  enhance  the  spread  of 
the  gospel,”  Hixson  said.  FamilyNET,  the  RTVC  broadcast 
service,  is  viewed  in  33  million  homes  through  more  than  100 
affiliates  around  the  country.  ACTS.  RTVC’s  cable  television 
service,  reaches  more  than  25  million  homes  on  the  Faith  and 
Values  Channel.  Jerry  Stamps,  RTVC  senior  vice-president 
for  administration,  agreed  that  Christian  men  are  on  the  move 
across  the  country,  and  Southern  Baptists  want  to  catch  the 
wave  with  Hixson’s  new  series. 


The  eastern  European  country  of  Albania  is  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  Christian  awakening,  say  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
struggling  to  keep  up  with  baptism  requests.  As  church  mem¬ 
bership  booms,  Albanians  are  talking  about  starting  their  own 
convention,  according  to  Gale  R.  Hartley,  Southern  Baptist  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  (FMB)  missionary  in  Albania  —  once  the 
most  closed  Soviet-model  dictatorship  on  the  European  conti¬ 
nent.  FMB  officials  recently  announced  that  several  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  will  be  sent  to  Albania  as  soon  as  possible  to  help  han¬ 
dle  the  heavy  workload  created  by  the  new  Christians.  "These 
are  mostly  young  people  from  both  Muslim  and  Orthodox  back¬ 
ground.”  Hartley  said.  Southern  Baptist  work  in  Albania,  where 
former  communist  leaders  once  bragged  that  their  country  was 
the  most  athiestic  in  the  world,  is  not  without  obstacles,  howev¬ 
er.  Resistance  from  a  sizeable  Muslim  community  has  been 
high,  and  American  cults  such  as  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  are  pre¬ 
senting  a  distorted  theology.  Hartley  said.  Southern  Baptist 
work  will  continue  to  move  forward,  he  added. 


An  educational  fund  to  assist  pre-medical  and  nursing  stu¬ 
dents  at  William  Carey  College  Is  established  by  friends  of  the 
late  Stova  B.  Mcllwain,  physician  and  member  of  First 
Church.  Pascagoula,  to  honor  his  56-year  medical  career. 


Mississippi  College  President  D  M.  Nelson  predicts  service¬ 
men  returning  from  World  War  11  duty  and  women  leaving  the 
work  force  will  push  the  Baptist-affiliated  school  past  the  800- 
ctiiitont  mark  for  the  first  time  in  the  institution’s  history. 


The  Brotherhood  men’s  ministry  organization  of  Leake 
Association  donates  items  to  support  programs  at  Central  Hills 
RA  Camp  near  Kosciusko:  .22  caliber  rifles  for  the  firing 
range,  a  1964  Dodge  pickup,  and  an  8-year-old  mare. 
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Mississippi  Baptists  help  dedicate  7 0-year  dream 


BELLA  VISTA,  Paraguay  — 
The  dedication  of  the  new  Baptist 
Evangelical  Church  on  April  18 
was  ^  fulfillment  of  a  dream  for 
many  in  this  South  American  city 
of  8,000. 

It  had  a  special  meaning  for  89- 
year-old  Encarnacion  Sanchas 
Buda  de  Ojeda. 

In  1926  two  North  American 
missionaries  came  to  Bella  Vista 
and  rented  a  house  to  start  an 


evangelistic  work.  These  men 
were  later  “run  out  of  town,” 
stoned,  and  chased  over  the  Apa 
river  into  Bela  Vista,  Brazil. 

The  first  evidence  of  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  their  ministry  was  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  12  believers  on  April  26, 
1926.  Ojeda  was  one  of  those 
original  12  who  professed  faith  in 
Christ 

In  1936,  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Bela  Vista,  Brazil,  was 


Encarnacion  Sanchat  Buda  de  Ojeda  (center)  8^ear-old 
Paraguayan,  was  one  of  12  believers  baptized  on  April  26, in  wlla 

.  ^  ^  ■  .  .1  At ■ AA  »aa#4  -  on/f  Kliia  riKnAfl 


Vista,  Brazil’.  She  had  the  honor  of  cutting  a  red,  white,  and  blue  ribbon 
across  the  entrance  to  the  Baptist  Evangelical  Church  in  Bella  Vista, 
Paraguay,  on  April  18.  Winfred  Allen  (left)  of  Holly  Springs  was  one  of  the 
volunteer  construction  crew  leaders  which  helped  erect  a  building  for  the 

m  1  ^  ^  ^  ^  —  -  I  A  AA  \  ,  AA  AA  AA  A  6  A  m  V  V  n  A  A  A  Ut 


congregation.  Artemio  Rojas  (second  from  left)  is  pastor  of  the  new 
church.  (Photo  by  Jesse  P.  Phillips) 


^  Jc9W  P.  PhllHps 

oiganized.  Another  missionary, 
Ilcv.  Dain,  went  back  across  the 
Apa  river  to  Paraguay  to  resume 
the  work  in  1938. 

The  89-year-oId  Paraguayan 
Ojeda  was  one  of  nine  persons,  led 
by  Pastor  Artemio  Rojas,  who 
sought  help  from  North  American 
groups  to  construct  a  church  build¬ 
ing.  At  least  three  groups  had 
promised  help  and  even  one  ended 
their  dream  temporarily  by  selling 
the  land  for  the  proposed  church 
building  and  leaving  Bella  Vista. 

Meanwhile,  God  was  at  work 
in  Oxford  with  a  mission  team 
which  was  praying  for  the  revela¬ 
tion  of  a  place  in  Brazil  to  con¬ 
struct  a  church,  and  provide  other 
ministries  with  medical  and  evan¬ 
gelism  teams. 

Lanny  Shackelford  made  con¬ 
tact  with  Charles  Smothers,  area 
director  of  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  Paraguay  and. Brazil. 
Within  a  short  time  the  details 
were  worked  out  so  that  the  48- 
member  Oxford  mission  team 
would  leave  for  Bella  Vista, 
Paraguay,  on  April  12. 

The  small  group  of  nine  in 
Bella  Vista  borrowed  money  to 
purchase  land  for  the  church  and 
pour  the  concrete  slab  for  the 
church  building  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  $7,000. 

When  Ojeda  visited  the  site, 
she  commented  about  the  North 
American  mission  team:  “I  know 
that  you  have  come  with  the  ‘fire 
of  the  Lord  within  you....’  You 
have  been  blessed  and  you  come 
to  bless.” 

This  was  not  a  new  work  for 
the  local  mission  team  organized 
by  the  Lafayette-Marshall  Associ¬ 
ation.  Since  1992,  when  12  men 


from  First  Church  went  to  Apare- 
cida,  Brazil,  five  churches  have 
been  constructed  and  1,050  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  recorded. 

Work  began  on  Monday,  April 
15,  at  6:30  a.m.  on  the  24'  x  48’ 
concrete  block  building.  An  18- 
man  construction  team  from  the 
local  mission  group  was  joined  by 
approximately  20  Paraguayan 
workers.  Work  was  temporarily 
halted  by  seasonal  rains. 


You  have  come 
with  the  'fire  of  the  _ 
Lord  within  you..,.* 
You...  come  to 
bless.** 

—  Encarnacion  de  Ojeda 


With  long  hours  and  the  con¬ 
struction  team’s  positive  attitude, 
the  building  was  comjJleted  — 
painted  inside  and  out,  electrically 
wired,  fans  and  lights  installed  — 
on  April  1 8. 

Meanwhile,  at  a  g'pvernrnent- 
owned  open  pavilion,  a  furniture 
construction  crew  of  five  men  was 
at  work.  By  noon  that  Thursday 
they  had  completed  pews,  a  com¬ 
munion  table,  and  a  lectem/pulpit. 

Simultaneously,  a  medical  teairr 
of  1 1  was  seeing  several  hundred 
Paraguayans  who  needed  medical 
care.  Some  of  these  folks  arrived 
as  early  as  4:30  a.m.  Seven  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  team  planned  backyard 
Bible  study  and  eight  others 
worked  as  an  evangelism  team. 


“This  is  the  biggest  thing  that 
has  ever  happened  in  this  commu¬ 
nity,”  commented  Smothers  as  he 
witnessed  the  hundreds  of  people 
who  came  for  the  church  dedica¬ 
tion.  It  is  estimated  that  300  chil¬ 
dren  accompanied  their  parents. 

A  brass  band,  comj^sed  of  sol¬ 
diers  from  the  Historical  Calva^ 
Regiment  in  Bela  Vista,  Brazil, 
participated  in  the  dedication  cere¬ 
mony  by  playing  “The  Battle 
Hymn  of  the  Republic.” 

During  the  dedication  a  com¬ 
munion  set,  25  Spanish  hymnals,  a 
set  of  1 1  medical  books,  and  a 
United  States  flag  were  presented 
to  the  new  church.  The  flag  was 
flown  over  the  U.S.  Capitol  on 
March  8,  1996,  at  the  revest  of 
Sen.  Trent  Lott  (Miss.)  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  this  special  event 
in  Bella  Vista. 

Bill  Collier  arranged  for  the 
flag,  which  was  accompanied  by  a 
framed  certificate. 

George  Crowden,  pastor  of 
Calvary  Church,  was  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  dedication  of  the 
church.  Bill  Vail,  pastor  of  North 
Oxford  Church  and  former  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Peru,  interpreted  the 
sermon  in  Spanish. 

As  a  follow-up  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  church  and  its  dedica¬ 
tion,  Smothers  and  his  wife  con¬ 
ducted  evening  sessions  on  the  use 
of  the  Bible.  Special  daily  services 
were  planned  in  the  new  church 
for  the  next  two  weeks. 

Don  Stanfill,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Lafayette  and  Marshall 
associations,  estimated  that  approx¬ 
imately  450  decisions  for  Christ 
were  registered  during  the  week. 

Phillips  is  publisher.  The 
Oxford  (Miss.)  Eagle. 


Editor’s  Nottbook _ 

Of  bunnies,  bears,  and  frogs 


YOU  CAN  MAKE  BETTER 
TIME  IF  YOU  IMA6INE 
SOMEONE  WAITIN6  AT 
THE  ENP  OIVIN6  YOU 
A  WELL  PONE  I 


The  cartoons  and  animal 
characters  depicted  on  the  tele¬ 
vision  of  our  youth  always  bring 
back  good  memories  and  make 
us  smile.  Those  were  the  good 
old  days. 

Who  could  possibly  forget 
Bugs  Bunny,  Smokey  the  Bear, 
and  the  Budweiser  Frogs. 

The  Budweiser  Frof(s? 

That’s  right  —  20  years  from 
now,  your  children  will  likely 
recall  characters  from  alcohol 
advertisements  as  readily  as  they 
recall  Bugs  and  Smokey. 

“After  a  single  year  of  adver¬ 
tising,  the  Budweiser  Frogs  have 
assumed  a  friendly  place  in  our 
children’s  psyches  between  Bugs 
Bunny  and  Smokey  the  Bear," 
reports  Laurie  Lieber,  who  con¬ 
ducted  an  extensive  children’s 
survey  for  the  Center  on  Alcohol 
Advertising. 

It  you  don’t  believe  alcohol 
companies  are  targeting  your 
children,  watch  closer. 

If  beer-swilling  frogs  and  other 
animated  alcoholic  creatures  are 
your  ideas  of  highbrow  advertis¬ 
ing.  you  really  should  grow  up. 

If  such  vacuous  ads  are  indeed 


not  aimed  at  children  (as  the  The  problem  has  gotten  so  far 
manufacturers  claim),  then  out  of  hand  that  the  Center  for 
American  adults  of  average  and  Science  in  the  Public  Interest  has 
higher  intelligence  should  be  joined  with  the  Children  of  AIco- 
roundly  insulted  at  being  taken  holies  Foundation  in  calling  for 
for  such  idiots.  legal  action  to  halt  alcohol  adver- 

Seagram,  a  Canadian  alcohol  tising  deceptively  aimed  at  young 
conglomerate,  recently  broke  a  people. 

50-year  voluntary  ban  on  televi-  New  York  Congressman 
sion  advertising  of  hard  liquor  Joseph  Kennedy  has  introduced 
when  a  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  legislation  to  regulate  the  broad- 
station  agreed  to  broadcast  the  cast  advertising  of  alcoholic  prod- 
company  s  commercial.  ucts  and  require  all  such  ads  to 

The  commercial  features  a  bear  health  and  safety  messages, 
number  of  handsome  dogs,  one  of  Lawsuits  and  legislation  are 
which  is  carrying  a  bag  filled  helpful,  but  the  buck  stops  at  a 
with  a  recognizable  bottle  of  an  much  deeper  level, 
expensive  Seagram  alcoholic  Dad  and  Mom,  do  your  chil- 
product.  dren  see  you  consuming  the  very 

As  “Pomp  and  Circumstance”  same  products  the  frogs  and  the 
plays  in  the  background,  the  dog  dogs  are  advertising?  What  mes- 
with  the  liquor  is  touted  as  the  .sage  are  you  transmitting  to  your 
highest-ranking  graduate  in  his  children,  and  to  other  young  peo- 
class,  which  presumably  entitles  pie  who  look  up  to  you? 
him  to  a  rewarding  bottle  of  this  Sure,  you  can  do  anything 
alcoholic  product.  that’s  legal,  and  alcohol  is  legal. 

Here’s  the  interesting  part:  The  You  “know  when  to  say  when,” 
commercial  ran  on  the  television  right?  What  possible  harm  could 
station  in  roughly  the  same  time  you  be  doing? 
frame  as  high  school  graduations  Ponder  that  last  question,  and 
were  occurring  in  the  Corpus  remember  the  predators  who  are 
Christi  area.  closing  in  on  vonr  rhilriren 


Guest  opinion... 

New  Age  interest  in  angels  yields  witness  opportunities 

By  Dwayne  Hastings 

NASHVILLE  (BP) 


We  have  an 

obsession  with  angels. 

These  divine  supernatural  beings  adorn 


coffee  mugs,  T-shirts,  note  cards,  check¬ 
books,  license  plates,  postage  stamps,  and 
even  soap  dispensers. 


Speaker  wants  revision 
of  BaptUt  Faith  and  Message 

BIRMINOHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  A 
ence  called  for  a  levisioo 
several  leaders  of  tt>e  coofeiiiii^iiM 
Mark  Dever,  pastor 
Sbiithem  Bait^t  C<Mnv«a^iil  itelei 

^  auasivau  ttK^UiX  U*  UlC 


ate  at  the  Sotutsem  Baptist  Founders 
Pttth  and  Message  article  on  sidviaion,  while 
the  caU. 

MrclL  WartiiM^,  D.C,  urged  iwiarMi  of  the 
I  of  fiiith  at  tnc  I4th  annual  meeting  of  the 

Ala.  iratie^'  by" 

grace,  kimwB  most  widd^by 

The  d^nes  of  grace  console  five  points  of  Calvinism  which  gained  its  name 
firom  16m  century  Protestant  reloniier  lofai  Calvin  and  w«e  codified  in  1619  at  the 
Dutch  Refwnted  Chuich'sSyiiQdefDott 

Speaking  on  the  t^  eC 'ImaistMe  Grace,”  oae  of  the  five  points  of  Calvinism, 
^ver  averted  the  19W  ventosof  Ae  BaptiMFaidi  and  Massage  leans  monioward  the 
Room  Qi^ic  l^itkMB  of  aahafte  by  works  than  the  iraditioital  Protestant  posittoo 
of  salvattea  aae  gift  of  grace  troM^od, 

‘There  has  been  a  lameatMtie  deette  in  B^st  understanding  that  faith  is  a  gift  and 
It  is  crucial  for  our  undentaading  offlie  gospel,”  Dever  declared,  citing  the  1963  Baptist 
Statemeiit  as  the  prime  example.  lomlnferview  fottowing  his  speech,  Dever  stressed  he 
could  ^  the  1963  conMos^^lifiyk.** 

Wfali  Dever’s  call  for  fevanou  of  m  Bapiux  I^th  and  Message  was  met  by  hearty 
.  Arams,  fipom  the  rndtonce  at  the  Fotraim  Couftsreiice,  it  was  met  with  a  mixed 
lovtew  miong  the  movoiiieat’^a  leaiiea. 

ooliM brsirei^^  Tom  Ascol,  cooniinator  of 
Coofermce,  said  raan  raierview,  T  ira  no  signifiemt  purpose  that  could 


David  Lanier,  New  Testament  professor  at  tee, 
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Arson  ruled  in  burning  of  Yazoo  City  church 


By  Cart  M.  White 


members  and  also  runs  a  four-year-old 
kindergarten  through  grade  12  Christian 
school. 

The  fire  follows  a  break-in  and  vandal¬ 
ism  incident  on  the  night  of  Aug.  2.  A 
neighbor’s  call  on  the  morning  of  Aug.  3 


Beacon  Church  pastor  Charles  Thomas 
does  not  believe  the  burning  is  rare  related, 
but  rather  the  misdirected  activities  of 
neighbtMhood  youths. 

Thomas’  wife  Daisy,  an  emergency 
room  physician,  reported  three  distinct  sets 
of  small  footprints  were  found  in  cleaning 
material  spread  on  the  floor. 

“I  hope  when  they  find  them  they  will 
give  us  a  chance  to  witness  to  them.  Just 
sending  them  to  jail  won’t  help,”  she  said. 

Don  Wilson,  director  of  the  MBCB  Mis¬ 
sion  Extension  and  Associational  Adminis¬ 
tration  Department,  said  Beacon  Church  is  a 
mission  of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 

David  Raddin,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Yazoo  City,  said,  “1  am  saddened  by  the 
fire.  1  pray  for  those  who  started  the  fire, 
and  for  the  church  to  have  a  greater  witness 
and  stronger  ministry  as  a  result  of  the 
recovery  process.' 

“We  will  not  let  this  incident  deter  us  in 
our  effort  to  help  Beacon  Church  have  a 
permanent  place  in  this  community.” 

Churches  in  Yazoo  and  Warren  Associa¬ 
tions  have  collected  funds  since  May  of  this 
year  to  build  a  permanent  brick  structure  on 
the  Beacon  property.  Volunteers  will  con¬ 
struct  the  facility. 

About  $17,000  of  the  $75,000  needed  to 
begin  construction  has  been  raised,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Raddin. 

Beacon  Church  was  started  four  years 
ago  in  response  to  the  tragic  murder  of  a 
young  boy  in  Yazoo  City. 

“Community  meetings  raised  the  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  spiritual  ne^s  of  this  conununi- 
ty.  I  was  asked  to  start  a  Bible  study  which 
grew  into  a  church,”  Charles  Thomas  said. 

Beacon  Church  has  approximately  20 


An  intentionally  set  fire  partially 
destroyed  the  educational  building  of  Bea¬ 
con  Church,  Yazoo  City,  in  the  early  monv 
ing  hours  of  Aug.  4,  according  to  Dennis 
Weaver,  investigating  agent  with  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  in  Jackson. 

The  damaged  building  is  one  of  two  dou¬ 
ble-wide  mobile  chapel  trailers  at  the 
church  site  owned  by  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

Beacon  Church  is  the  sixth  arson  fire  at  a 
predominantly  African-American  church  in 
Mississippi,  but  the  first  involving  a  congre¬ 
gation  directly  related  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 


alerted  Thomas  and  his  wife,  and  they 
inspected  the  building. 

The  Aug.  4  fire  was  reported  by  a  passer¬ 
by  at  about  3:00  a.m.  Quick  response  by 
firefighters  limited  the  damage,  but  no  noti¬ 
fication  was  made  to  Thomas  or  MBCB. 


World 


Church  Rebuilding 
Fund 


Fore  more  information: 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
RO.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Police  tape  cordons  off  the  educational  building  at  Beacon  Church,  Ya^  Crty,  on  Aug.  5. 
The  church  property  was  heavily  damaged  by  arsonists  In  the  early  morning  hoi^  of  Aua  4. 
No  damage  estimarte  was  available  at  publication  time,  but  supporters^id 
will  proceed  to  build  a  permanent  structure  on  the  church  property.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Mississippians  at  NFBM 

Mississippians  who  took  part  in  the  recent  Triennial  Meetino  of  t 


Mississippians  who  took  part  in  the  recent  Triennial  Meeting  of  the 
National  Fellowship  of  Baptists  in  Missions  (NFBM),  pictured  from  left, 
first  row,  are  Annelle  C.  and  W.C.  Taylor  of  Grenada,  Bill  Morgan  and 
William  Morgan  of  Bruce;  second  row.  Bill  and  Dot  Rieves  of  Tupelo, 
and  Hal  and  Dot  Buchanan  of  Tupelo.  NFBM  promotes  direct  missions 
involvement  through  national  fellowships  using  members’  professional 
and  vocational  skills. 


MBCB  departments  combine 
for  Natchez  mission  endeavor 


Following  a  tremendous  week  with  World  Changers  in  Natchez, 
the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department  (DFMD),  Mis- 
si.ssippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  the  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  combined  for  a  medical  and  TeamKlD 
mission  endeavor. 

The  purpose  was  to  involve  first-graders-through-senior-adults 
in  missions. 

The  mission  areas  were  Natchez  Mall,  the  Convention  Center  (Arts 
and  Craft  Show),  two  nursing  homes.  Calvary  Church,  Washington 
Church,  and  low  income  houses  around  their  churches. 

The  niedial  units  were  composed  of  six  registered  nurses  from 
across  Mi.ssissippi  and  two  physicians  who  gave  check-ups  and  coun- 
■selmg.  Helpful  materials  were  available. 

The  TeamKlD  mission  (children's  materials  from  DFMD)  was 
going  on  while  two  groups  went  to  low-income  hou.ses. 

The  teams  were  made  up  of  one  doctor,  one  registered  nurse,  chil¬ 
dren,  teenagers,  and  adults.  They  handed  out  over  7.000  hygiene  kits. 
There  were  19  families  from  nine  churches  representing  six  Baptist 
associations. 

For  more  information  on  TeamKid,  contact  Glen  Shows,  Di.sciple- 
ship  and  Family  Ministry  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  P.O.  Box  5.^0,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone;  (601) 
968-3800,  or  toll-free  out.side  Jackson  (800)  748-165 1 . 


Choirs’  “Shining  Stars” 
leader  training  sites  set 


The  Church  Music  Department  preschool:  Pam  Meadows 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  younger  children;  Keith  Stevens, 
vention  Board  will  sprmsor  three  older  children;  and  Vicki  Smith 
area  pre.school/children’s  choir  grades  1-6. 
leadership  training  events  in  a  Tupelo  leaders  will  be:  Barr> 
variety  of  locations  in  August.  Tweedy,  preschool;  Martha 
Under  the  theme,  Tiie  Search  Robinson,  younger  chidlren; 
for  Shining  Stars,”  the  training  Tommy  Gillon,  older  chidlren; 
events  are  held  for  the  benefit  of  and  Rusty  Miller,  grades  1-6. 
leaders  and  worker--  with  Hattiesburg  leaders  will  be 
preschtxd  and  children’s  choirs.  Rhonda  Armstrong,  preschool; 

Dates  and  locations  for  the  Katrina  Marler,  younger  children; 
events  are:  Aug.  17.  Park  Place  Bill  Barnes,  older  children;  and 
Church,  Brandon;  Aug.  24,  Har-  Gloria  Speed,  grades  1-6. 
risburg  Church,  Tupelo,  and  First  A  registration  fee  of  $5  pei 
Church.  Hattiesburg.  Each  ses-  person  is  payable  at  the  door.  Foi 
sion  runs  from  9  a.m.  to  12:30  more  information,  contact  the 
pm.  Church  Music  Department  at 

Leaders  for  the  Brandon  ses-  (601)  968-38(K);  or  toll-free  out- 
sion  will  be:  Judy  Turner,  side  Jackson.  (8(K))  748-1651. 


Christian  Coalition  faces  suit 
over  political  activity  charges 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  a  The  complaint  al.so  claims  the  by  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
suit  that  threatens  to  have  a  chilling  group  aided  the  efforts  of  the  the  law,”  said  Ralph  Reed,  Christ- 
effect  on  political  activity  by  issue-  National  Republican  Senatorial  ian  Coalition  executive  director, 
advocacy  groups,  the  Federal  Elec-  Committee  (NRSC),  a  committee  "We  are  absolutely  and  totally  con- 
tion  Commission  (FEC)  has  which  seeks  tl\e  election  of  ildent  that  ;\ive  will  be  fully  vindi- 
accused  the  Christian  Coalition  of  Republicans  to  the  U.S.  Senate.  \  cated  and  ihe  courts  will  affirm  that 
violating  federal  election  laws  by  Tfie  lawsuit  has  broader  impli-  people  of  faith-  have  every  right  to 
illegally  spending  nearly  $1  million  cations  than  just  the  operation  of  be  involved  as  citizens  and  voters.” 
to  bolster  the  failed  re-election  bid  the  Christian  Coalition,  suggested  Christian  Coalition  officials 
of  fhesident  George  Bush  in  1992.  a  Washington  Post  report,  noting  have  insisted  since  the  group’s 

In  a  civil  .suit  filed  July  30,  the  many*'crrgani^ations  —  unions,.  .  founding  in  1989  their  efforts 
FEC  sued  the  group,  considered  to  envirbnmehtalisfs,  and  pro^Jife  and  were  designed  only  to  “encourage 
be  the  nation’s  largest  political  pro-choice  groups  —  have  become  active  citizenship  among  people 
group  of  religious  conservatives,  more  involved  in  the  political  professing  the  Christian  faith.” 
for  contributing  in-kind  more  than  realm  while  claiming  their  activity  The  coalition  said  their  voter 
$1.4  million,  citing  in  particular  is  only  issue-oriented. ,  education  activity  was  far  less 

the  coalition’s  disbursement  of  “We’re  going  to  start  seeing  a  substantial  than  other  organiza- 
voter  guides.  lot  more  of  these  kinds  of  cases,”  tions,  citing  the  AFL-CIO,  Cham- 

Federal  election  laws  prohibit  speculated  Lisa  Rosenberg  of  the  ber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Nation- 
corporations  from  contributing  Center  for  Responsive  Politics,  al  Education  Association, 
money  or  services  to  any  candi-  according  to  USA  Today.  The  suit  was  applauded  by 

date  or  political  group.  The  action  was  triggered  by  a  groups  who  have  a  history  of 

FEC  documents  allege  the  Chris-  complaint  made  in  1992  by  Sue  scrapping  with  the  1.6-million- 
tian  Coalition  illegally  coordinated  Wrenn,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  member  group, 
its  endeavors  with  the  campaigns  of  Party  of  Virginia,  calling  the  Christ-  “The  political  sins  of  Pat 
Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.),  House  ian  Coalition  “nothing  more  or  less  Robertson  and  Ralph  Reed  are 
Majority  Leader  Newt  Gingrich  (R.-  an  arm  of  the  Republican  Party;  an  finally  catching  up  with  them,” 
Ga.),  Reps.  Bob  Inglis  (R.-S.C.),  arm  that  has  been  u.sed  to  bend  and  responded  Barry  Lynn,  execu- 
and  John  David  Hayworth  (R.-  break  the  law.”  tive  director  of  Americans  Unit- 

Ariz.),  as  well  as  Oliver  North  in  his  The  Democratic  National  Com-  ed  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
bid  for  U.S.  Senate  in  Virginia  —  mittee  al.so  complained  the  coali-  State.  “The  Christian  Coalition 
spending  money  on  behalf  of  the  tion  was  engaging  in  “express  from  day  one  has  been  a  hard- 
candidates  without  reporting  the  advocacy”  of  GOP  candidates.  ball  political  operation  cloaked 
expenditures  as  contributions.  “Christian  Coalition  has  abided  in  religiosity.” 

Seminaries  finalize  preparations 
for  series  of  one-day  convocations 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  —  pastors  and  church  leaders  for  a  The  one-day  convocations  will 
The  seminaries  of  the  Southern  day  “when  all  energies  and  inter-  not  boast  a  list  of  speakers,  Elliff 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  are  ests  will  be  focused  on  revival,”  stated,  explaining,  “We  will  be 
ready  partners  with  SBC  President  Elliff  wrote.  He  urged  Southern  gathered  to  meet  with  God,  not  to 
Tom  Elliff  in  a  series  of  one-day  Baptists  to  travel  to  the  nearest  be  drawn  to  some  noted  personali- 
conyocations  emphasizing  the  campus  “on  the  day  most  suited  to  ties  announced  in  advance.” 
crucified  life  and  prayer  for  spiri-  your  schedule.”  Elected  SBC  pres-  Prayer  —  for  Southern  Baptists 
tual  awakening  from  Aug.  29  ident  at  the  SBC’s  annual  meeting  to  turn  to  the  crucified  life  with 
through  Sept.  12.  in  New  Orleans,  Elliff  is  pastor  of  Jesus  and  for  spiritual  awakening 

The  initial  convocation,  Aug.  First  Southern  Church,  Del  City,  —  will  be  emphasized,  not  just 
29,  will  be  at  Southea.stem  Semi-  in  suburban  Oklahoma  City.  preaching  or  singing,  Elliff  said, 

nary.  Wake  Forest,  N.  C.  _  _  i  • 

will  be  Sept.  3  at  Southwestern  NOBTS  bivo  music  class 

Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas; 

—  Sept.  4,  Golden  Gate  Semi¬ 
nary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.; 

—  Sept.  5,  Mid-America  Semi¬ 
nary,  Memphis,  Tenn.; 

—  Sept.  10,  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary,  Louisville,  Ky.; 

—  Sept.  1 1,  Midwe.stern  Semi¬ 
nary,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  and 

—  Sept.  12,  New  Orleans  Sem¬ 
inary. 

^ch  convocation  will  begin  at 
10  a.m. 

Elliff,  in  a  July  15  mailing  to 
40,000  Southern  Baptist  pastors 
and  other  leaders,  issued  an 
"urgent  invitation"  to  the  convo-, 
cations.  The  20th  century,  he~ 
noted,  “is  rapidly  drawing  to  a 
close.  Tragically,  this  could  be  the 
first  century  in  our  nation’s  histo¬ 
ry  to  pass  without  a  great,  sweep¬ 
ing  move  of  God.  Will  that  be  the 
case?  Many  of  us  believe  the  Lord 
is  .saying  ‘turn  to  me!'  He  is  call¬ 
ing  us  to  revival:  calling  us  to  the 
cross;  calling  us  to  the  crucified 
life.” 

The  seminaries  are  opening 
their  campuses  to  all  concerned 


now  open  for  enrollment 


Registration  is  open  for  the 
fifth  of  eight  courses  offered 
around  the  state  by  New  Orleans 
Seminary  to  train  bivocational 
church  music  directors  and  church 
educational  directors. 

The  course,  “Hymnology,”  will 
meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours, 
for  eight  consecutive  weeks  at 
four  locations: 

—  Broadmoor  Church,  Jack- 
.son,  beginning  Monday,  Aug.  19, 
7-9  p.m.  Teacher:  Jimmy 
McCaleb. 

—  Antioch  Church,  Columbus, 
beginning  Tuesday,  Aug.  20,  7-9 
p.m.  Teacher:  Ed  Nix. 

—  First  Church,  Purvis,  begin¬ 
ning  Monday,  Aug.  19,  6:30-8:30 
p.m.  Teacher:  James  Hayes. 

—  Liberty  Church,  Liberty, 
beginning  Monday,  Aug.  19, 
6:30-8:30  p.m.  (Course:  Reading 
Music;  Harmony/Melody). 
Teacher:  Buddy  McElroy. 

This  is  part  of  a  two-year  cycle 
of  eight  courses  which  earns  the 


student  a  Church  Music  certificate 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Each  course  needs  no  prerequisite. 
The  cost  of  each  course  is  $75. 
There  is  a  one-time  registration 
fee  of  $25. 

“Project  25”  is  a  cooperative 
effort  of  the  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  and  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board.  The  first  25 
bivocational  music  directors  to 
enroll  will  receive  a  one-time 
amount  of  $100  to  cover  registra¬ 
tion  fees  for  the  first  course.  (This 
excludes  those  already  in  the  pro¬ 
gram.)  This  training  is  limited  to 
one  musician  per  church. 

These  classes  could  be  offered 
at  select  locations  in  the  state 
other  than  the  four  above,  where 
10-12  students  are  interested  in 
enrolling. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Chester  Vaughn,  268  Northpointe 
Parkway,  Jackson,  MS  3921  I. 
Telephone:  (601)  956-6285. 


AMERICAN  SENIOR  INSURANCE  SERVICES 


I 

Attention  Senior  Citizens 

r 

Now  available  a  Long  Term  Care  Policy 

-  ‘  ■  * 

-  that  meets  all  your  needs! 

FEATURES  * 

^  Pays  in  comfort  and  privacy  of  your  Own  Home 
^  Pays  in  an  Assisted  Living  Facility 

✓  Pays  in  a  Nursing  Home  (does  not  have  to  be  Medicare  Approved) 

^  Pays  benefits  directly  to  You 

■  No  Waiting  Period  on  Pre-existing  Conditions 

■  Immediate  Benefits 

■  Waiver  of  Premium 

■  Prescription  Drug  Benefit 

■  Paid-up  Insurance  Feature 

Did  you  know  that  over  1,000,000  people  each  year  lose  their  homes  and  are 
financially  devastated  due  to  a  Long  Term  Care  stay?  Your  only  protection  is  a  pri- 

vate  insurance  plan. 

For  more  information,  complete  the  form  below  and  mail  or  call  toll  free 

with  no  obligation:  1-800-782-8494 


Zip: 


Name: - - - - — — - - - 

Address:  - - - - - — 

City: _ _ State: - - - Zip: - 

Phone:  ' _ _ _ 

I  am  also  interested  in:  □  Cash  Burial  □  Medicare  Supplement 

Mail  to:  American  Senior  Insurance  Services,  Inc. 

100  Freeman  Avenue  Suite  2-A 
Tallassee,  Alabama  36078 


Mississippi  Baptists 


play  k 


Mississippi  volunteers  use  ’96  Olympic  Games 


internationals 


to  spread  gospel  to 


ty  named  Atlanta  International 
Ministries  (AIM),  was  the  best 
evangelistic  effort  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  have  ever  undertaken. 

,  “A-IM  was  well-planned.  The 
tracts,  hospitality  bags,  and  other 
materials  went  together  well. 

“It  was  obvious  a  lot  of  thought 
and  prayer  went  into  this;  people 
were  being  reached  for  Christ,” 
she  said. 

Bill  Kent  echoed  his  wife’s 
observations. 

“Our  church  took  up  a  love 


From  Athens  to  Columbus  to 
the  Ocoee  River,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  from  Meadville  to  Jackson  to 
Wiggins  answered  the  call  to  share 
their  faith  with  the  w^wJd  at  the 
1996  Olympic  Games  in  Atlanta. 

“Evangelism  at  the  Olympics 
was  an  opportunity  to  reach  peo¬ 
ple  from  many  different  parts  of 
the  world  —  and  the  United  States 
—  with  the  gospel  in  a  short  peri- 
(xl  of  time.  I  was  impressed  with 
that.”  said  Bill  Kent,  pastor  of 
Providence  Church,  Meadville. 

Kent  and  his  wife  Cindy  - 

were  among  a  cadre  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  working 
on  the  University  of  Geor- 
gia  campus  in  Athens, 
where  Olympic  cpmpptition  ^ 

in  rhythmic  gymnastics, - 

volleyball,  and  soccer  was 
held. 

Kent  said  in  addition  to  talking 
with  [jeople  from  1 2  countries  and 
18  American  states,  he  and  Cindy 
also  witnessed  to  university  stuj 
dents  and  security  guards  whc) 
stopped  by  their  stations  at  the 
Baptist  Student  Union  on  campus 
and  at  “The  Arches,”  the  busy 
entrance  to  the  30.00()-student 
state  university. 

Cindy  Kent  said  the  Olympic 
evangelism  outreach,  coordinated 
through  a  special  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board  (HMB)  enti- 
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key  role  in  Olympic  evangelism 


Cold  drink  on  a  hot  day 


While  Baptists  were  prohibited 
by  official  regulation  from  minis¬ 
tering  overtly  at  Olympic  venues, 
many  found  ways  to  share  their 
faith  and  stay  within  established 
guidelines.  Biloxi  Baptists  who 
signed  on  with  the  soft  drink  ven- 


Total  Mississippi  Olympic  workers: 
800  volunteers  from  43  churches 


F.  DALE  BRUNER, 

Professor 

Whitworth 

Graham 

wider  than  anyone 
else  in  Christendom. 

Does  anyone  go 

deeper  than  Howard  ■HHjlllllllltt^ 

Butt’s  Lai^  Lodge? 

really 

JIMMY  ALLEN, 

Former  President,  I 

Southern  , 

Convention:  ' 

understanding  of  what 

we  have  discovered  about  both  the  mind  and  soul  reflects  the 
best  scholarship  as  well  as  experience.  This  book  is  important 
to  our  dilemma  of  dealing  with  the  complexities  of  a  new  age^ 
with  the  basic  principles  which  have  made  our  nation  strong. 

Available  at  your  Baptist  Bookstore 


Ocoee  River  venue  flooded 
with  Mississippi  Baptists 


dor  at  the  canoe/kayak  slalom  site 
on  the  Ocoee  River  in  Tennessee 
included  (from  left)  Jacy  Bor¬ 
deaux;  Russell  Moore,  youth  pas¬ 
tor  at  Bay  Vista  Church,  Biloxi; 
Maria  Moore,  and  Nick  Chichester. 
(Photo  by  Connie  Davis) 


OCOEE,  Tenn.  —  Hundreds  of 
youths  from  Mississippi  gathered 
this  summer  in  the  east  Tennessee 
mountains  near  the  Tennessee 
Olympic  venue  to  minister  to  ath¬ 
letes,  tourists,  and  residents. 

About  200  youths  were  work¬ 
ing  the  week  prior  to- the 
canoe/kayak  slalom  events  on 
June  27-28. 

The  youths  were  based  at_ 
Camp  Agape  in  Polk  Association 
at  Benton.  They  were  leading  vari¬ 
ous  ministries  directed  by  the 
association’s  Andy  Jordan,  who 
was  coordinating  efforts  of  five 
area  association  with  help  from 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  (HMB)  in  Atlanta. 

A  total  of  31  Baptist  youths  and 
summer  missionaries  sold  conces¬ 
sions  at  the  Tennessee  venue  dur¬ 
ing  the  slalom  trial  runs  July  26. 
The'work  allowed  them  to  CTperi- 
ence  the  Olympics  and  to  be  per¬ 
sonal  witnesses. 

Those  positions  would  have 
been  filled  by  Baptist  youth  during 
upcoming  Olympic  events  on  July 
27-28,  but  Jordan  changed  plans 
after  the  July  27  early  morning 
pipe  bombing  at  Centennial  Park 
in  downtown  Atlanta. 

“We’re  here  to  do  a  work,  but 
you  don’t  put  somebody  in  harm’s 
way  if  you  can  help  it,’’  said  Jordan. 

Short-term  ministry  efforts 
should  be  safe  training  experi¬ 
ences  for  mission  service,  he 
explained,  so  volunteers  were 
redirected  to  other  ministry  sites. 

Because  of  restrictions  that  did 
not  allow  Baptists  to  minister 
overtly  in  the  venue,  volunteers 
found  other  ways  to  share  their 
faith  during  the  Olympics. 

Youths  distributed  hospitality 
bags  at  the  parking  area  of  the 
Olympic  venue.  The  bags,  pre- 
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Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  modejs^ 
(12  to  30  Passenger) 


By  Connie  Davis 

pared  by  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  members,  contained  items 
such  as  sunscreen,  granola  bars, 
and  a  pocket  guide  on  the 
Olympics  and  Christianity  pub- 
li.shed  by  HMB. 

The  volunteers  worked  from 
shelters  which  served  as  hospitali¬ 
ty/information  centers  and  shield¬ 
ed  them  from  the  heat  of  the  sun. 
Other  centers  operated  from  motel 
parking  lots. 

To  target  other  tourists  —  some 
from  other  countries  —  youths 
distributed  hospitality  bags  near 
canoeing/kayak  centers  on  the 
Ocoee  River.  Others  led  worship 
services  in  camping  areas. 

Creative  arts  groups  per¬ 
formed  near  one  motel’s  swim¬ 
ming  pool  and  in  shopping  malls 
to  reach  tourists.  Volunteers  led 
activities  at  street  festival  in 
nearby  Cleveland,  Tenn. 

Youths  also  worked  at  boys’ 
and  girls’  clubs,  day  care  centers, 
churches,  and  motels. 

Adria  Wilkins  of  Holly  Springs 
worked  at  the  Olympic  venue  and 
had  a  rewarding  experience  during 
a  break  from  her  assignment. 

A  young  boy  wanted  to  trade 
pins,  a  popular  activity  during  the 
Olympics.  Wilkins  was  wearing 
her  “More  than  gold”  pin  supplied 
by  HMB  to  supplement  the  pocket 
guides  and  serve  as  an  opening  to 
present  the  plan  of  salvation. 

Wilkins  found  that  despite  the 
distractions  of  being  in  the  main 
thoroughfare  as  14,000  people 
pas.sed  by.  the  boy’s  father  was  will- 
ingio  wait  as  she  explained  the  pin. 

It  was  difficult  to  concentrate, 
Wilkins  explained,  but  she  was 
encouraged  by  the  intentness  of 
fhe  child  and  his  honesty  in 
answering  questions. 

“I  was  shaking.  There  were 
tons  of  people  walking  by  and 
looking  at  us  and  wondering  what 
was  going  on.  That  was  why  1  was 
nervous,”  she  said. 

Although  the  boy  did  not  make 
a  decision  during  her  witness,  he 
told  Wilkins  he  would  read  the 
pocket  guide  and  consider  making 
a  decision. 

His  father  genuinely  thanked 
her  and  told  her  he  was  a  Christ¬ 
ian,  she  said. 

“1  prayed  all  aftemtxm  that  they 
would  read  (the  pocket  guide)  and 
he  would  pray,”  she  said. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-371-6180 


Laurie  Steele  of  Batesville 
waves  at  motorists  to  attract  their 
attention  as  they  approach  a  Baptist 
hospitality  area  (background)  at  the 
entrance  to  the  parking  area  for  the 
Ocoee  River  Olympic  venue.  Steele 
was  among  the  200  Mississippi 
young  people  who  volunteered  to 
work  this  summer  at  the  competi¬ 
tion  site.  (Photo  by  Connie  Davis) 

Wilkins’  husband  Erik  wit¬ 
nessed  to  a  retired  college  presi¬ 
dent  as  they  were  seated  together 
in  the  stands  during  trial  runs.  The 
man  was  Catholic  but  interested  in 
the  witness,  Erik  said. 

Deron  Cobb,  minister  to  students 
at  First  Church,  Qlive  Branch,  led  a 
team  of  15  youths';  •  — 

They  saw  20  professions  of  faith 
during  their  week  at  the  Olympic 
venue. 

Jordan..arranged  for  Cobb’s 
group  to  work  at  a  campground 
near  the  Ocoee  River,  where  they 
led  a  service  that  resulted  in  four 
professions  of  faith. 

Cobb  said  a  10-year-old  child 
who  made  a  profession  of  faith 
brought  her  cousin,  who  also  made 
the  decision  for  Chri.st. 

At  a  kayaking  site,  the  Olive 
Branch  youths  distributed  hospi¬ 
tality  bags  and  “power  bands.” 
beaded  bracelets  representative  of 
the  plan  of  salvation. 

They  even  visited  with  tourists 
from  Scotland  and  Belgium  despite 
the  language  barrier,  Cobb  said. 

The  Mississippians  who 
worked  in  the  boys’  and  girls’ 
clubs  presented  the  spiritual  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  power  band.s  to  about  50 
children,  and  13  made  professions 
of  faith,  Cobb  reported. 

“It’s  been  awesome.  We’re 
excited  that  we  got  to  be  in  on 
what  God  is  doing,”  he  said. 

Davis  writes  for  The  Baptist 
and  Reflector,  ncwsjournal  of 
Tennessee  Baptists. 
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Revival  Dates 


Mississippians  earn 
degrees  from  NOBTS 


Spring  Hill  (Marshall):  Aug. 
11-14;  Sunday,  II  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

Tommf^Tutor,  Pontotoc,  evange- 
li.sl;  Danny  Butler,  Olive  Branch, 
music;  Paul  Middleton,  pastor. 

Corinth,  Heidelberg:  Aug. 
11-16;  Sunday,  regular  services; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Jerry  East, 
Calera,  Ala.,  evangelist;  Mark 
Giles,  Laurel,  music;  Edd  Hollo¬ 
man,  pastor. 

Pleasant  Hill  (Leake):  Aug. 
11-14;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Joe 
Abel,  evangelist;  Pam  Bell, 
music;  Paul  G.  Cain,  pastor. 

Fellowship,  Ellisville:  Aug. 
11-16;  Sunday,  homecoming,  II 
a.m.  worship,  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  and  1  p.m.  singing; 
revival,  Mon.-Fri.,  services,  7:30 
p.m.;  Tommy  Anderson,  Lorena 
Church,  Forest,  evangelist; 
Robert  Bolling,  Fellowship 
Church,  music. 

Vockanookany,  Kosciusko: 
Aug.  11-14;  Sunday,  II  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.;  Jerry  Mixon,  Lucedale, 
evangelist;  Bobby  Waggoner, 
Kosciusko,  music;  James  G. 
Pope,  pastor. 

Oak  Grove,  Lake:  Aug.  11- 
14;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wei,  7:30  p.m.;  LaVerne 
Summerlin,  First  Church,  Lake, 
evangelist;  Ted  Jones,  Lake, 
music;  Victor  R.  Vaughn  Sr., 
pastor. 

Mt.  Zion,  Osyka:  Aug.  11- 
16;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  nightly;  Randall  Jackson, 
Tangipahoa  (Amite),  evangelist, 
and  James  Bickham,  Tangipahoa 
(Amite),  music;  Earl  Warren, 
pastor. 


16;  Sunday,  dinner  following 
morning  service  and  1:30  p.m.; 
Jdon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Billy  Ingram, 
Beulah  Church,  Magee,  evange¬ 
list;  Charley  Cook,  pastor. 

Hebron  (Montgomery):  Aug. 
11-16;  Sunday,  homecoming, 
Billy  Little,  pastor,  speaker,  fol¬ 
lowing  lunch  the  Revelation 
Quartet  from  Jacksorr'will  be  .in 
concert;  revival  Will  start  Sunday 
night  at  7:30  p.m..;  Cecil  A. 
Fayard  Jr.,  Central  Church, 
Grenada,  evangelist;  Rudolph 
Hodges  and  Mevlyn  Hunt,  music. 

Pilgrim’s  Rest  (Attala):  Aug. 

11- 14;  Sunday,  Gideon  Apprecia¬ 
tion  Day  at  1 1  a.m.,  covered  dish 
meal,  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Jerry  W.  Smith,  Bruce, 
evangelist;  Alton  Milner,  Tommy 
Armstrong,  and  Linda  Thomp¬ 
son,  Pilgrim’s  Rest  Church  mem¬ 
bers,  music;  Wed.,  Jerry  and  Spin 
Smith,  mini-concert;  Walter 
Hines,  pastor. 

Concord,  Ackerman:  Aug. 

12- 16;  services,  7  p.m.;  Paul 
Blanchard,  director  of  missions, 
Winston  Association;  Roger 
Griffith,  pa.stor. 

Oral,  Sumrall:  Aug.  18-22; 
Sunday,  homecoming,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.,  Rayford  Moore, 
speaker;  revival  services,  Mon.- 
Thurs.,  7  p.m.",  Mon.  and  Tues., 
Jerry  Rawls,  evangelist;  Wed. 
and  Thurs.,  Dale  Saucier, -evan¬ 
gelist;  Kevin  Mardis.  music; 
Thomas  McCormick,  pastor. 

Union,  Puckett:  Aug.  18-21; 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Jerry 
Swimmer,  luka,  evangelist; 
Jasper  Butler,  music;  Brent  Boze¬ 
man.  pastor. 


16;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  2  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  James  E.  Pugh 
Jr.,  Walnut  Hill,  Fla.,  evangelist; 
Bill  Hutto,  pastor. 

Hardy,  Grenada:  Aug.  8-11; 
Thurs.-Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  reg¬ 
ular  worship  service  followed  by 
noon  meal,  no  night  services; 
Mike  Smithey,  Marks,  evange¬ 
list;  limmy  Hood,  Grenada, 
qruis^i^  J.  Courtney  Selvy,  pastor. 

Mt.  Zion  (Rankin):  Aug.  11- 
16;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  service, 
noon  meal,  1  p.m.  service;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Lannie 

Wilboume,  Brandon,  evangelist; 
Richard  Sparks,  music;  Tommy 
Bufkin,  pastor. 

Oak  Grove,  Fenn  Road 
(Mississippi):  Aug.  11-1^;  Sun¬ 
day,  10  a.m.  Sunday  School,  11 
a.m.  worship  service,  noon  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds,  and  1:30  p.m. 
service;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Clint 
Pressley,  evangelist;  David  and 
Carolyn  Fenn,  music;  Cletus 
Moak,  pastor. 

County  Line  (Rankin):  Aug. 
1 1-14;  Sunday,  9:45  a.m.  Sunday 
School,  1 1  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  wor¬ 
ship  services;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Darren  Wigington,  Prentip, 
evangelist;  Brian  Herring,  music; 
T.W.  Henderson,  pastor. 


Mt.  Carmel,  Forest:  Aug.  1 1-  Montrose  (Jasper):  Aug.  1 1- 

BSSB’s  “One  Spirit”  aids 
women  ministry  leaders 


GLORIETA.  N.M.  (BP)  — 
"One  Spirit,"  a  ministry  to 
women  serving  in  ministry  lead¬ 
ership  positions,  was  unveiled 
during  National  Conference  for 
Church  Leadership  at  Glorieta 
(N.M.)  Conference  Center  as  a 
part  of  LeaderCarc.  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board’s  (BSSB) 
strategy  of  personal  development 
for  pastors  and  staff. 

Linda  Miniard,  BSSB  consul¬ 
tant  in  the  pastor-staff  leadership 
department’s  personal  develop¬ 
ment  section,  led  the  intrtxlucto- 
ry  conference  for  women  July  14 
to  launch  the  "touch  point"  at  the 
BSSB  for  more  than  22.0()0 
women  in  ministry  leadership 
positions  in  churches,  associa¬ 
tions.  state  conventions,  and 
national  agencies. 

Miniard  led  conference  partic¬ 
ipants  in  a  biblical  study  of 
women  in  ministry  leadership 
roles,  including  Deborah.  Abi¬ 
gail,  Esther.  Mary  Magdalene, 


Thirteen  graduates  with  Missis¬ 
sippi  connections  were  awarded 
degrees  from  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary  during  commencement  exer¬ 
cises  on  July  26. 

Receiving  the  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  degree  were  Stephen  R.  Pritch¬ 
ett,  Columbus;  Robin  Wade  Rish- 
er.  Forest,  interim  pastor  of  Hills¬ 
boro  Church,  Hillsboro;  Steven 
Smith,  Saltillo;  Bobby  Harold 
Rayburn,  Canton;  Cindy  Staffoixi 
Simmons,  Jackson;  D.  &ic 
son  of  Donald  E.  Reed,  Meridian; 
and  Timothy  L.  Martin,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Nicholson. 

Receiving  the  master  of  arts  in 


Christian  Education  were  John 
Scott  Walters,  Laurel;  and  Walter 
Nelson  (Chip)  Stevens,  Crystal 
Springs,  minister  of  youth  at  First 
Church.  Crystal  Springs. 

Charlie  Frank  Barnes,  Saltillo, 
pastor  of  Jerusalem  Church,  Net- 
tleton,  received  the  bachelor  of 
aits  degree. 

Dwayne  H.  Dunaway,  Summit, 
pastor  of  O’Zion  Church, 
Meadville,  received  the  associate 
in  Cliristian  studies  degree. 

Cletus  Moak,  Smithdale,  ^)astor 
of  Oak  Grove  Church,  Smithdale, 
received  the  associate  of  pastoral 
ministries  degree. 


Staff  Changes 


Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  has  called  Tony  Inmon  as 
minister  of  youth.  A  student  at 
Blue  Mountain 
College,  he  was 
recently 
licensed  to  the 
gospel  ministry 
by  First  CIhurch, 
Oxford.  He  is 
currently  active 
in  the  BSU 
Drama  Team 
and  Ministerial 
Alliance. 


Inmon 


Michael  Weeks  is  pastor. 


Goss  Church,  Columbia, 
has  called  David  Laird  as  pas¬ 
tor,  effective  July  21.  A  native 
of  McComb,  he  received  his 
education  at  Ouachita  Univer¬ 
sity  and  New  Orleans  Semi- 
nary.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  Second  Church, 
Indianola. 

Salem  Clinrch,  Tylertown, 
has  called  Jim  Pender  of 
Louin  as  pastor,  effective  Aug. 
11.  His  previous  place  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  Antioch  Church, 
Jasper  Association. 


Joanna,  Susanna,  Mary  and 
Martha.  Dorcas,  and  Priscilla. 
She  said  their  roles  demonstrate 
servanthood.  systematic  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God,  and  lives  with  pur¬ 
pose. 

"These  women  were  not  acci¬ 
dentally  there,"  Miniard  said. 
"They  are  examples  for  us  to  fol¬ 
low. 

"You  don’t  have  to  be  radical, 
angry,  or  militant  in  order  to 
accomplish  all  God  intended  you 
to  be,"  she  added.  • 

"If  your  purpose  is  platform 
recognition  and  honor,  you  need 
to  rethink  your  purpose.  No  mat¬ 
ter  who  you  are  and  what  you  do 
in  life,  you  do  it  for  God’s, 
honor." 

National  Conferences  for 
Church  Leadership.  July  12-15 
and  July  15-19.  focused  training 
on  leadership,  ministry,  and  wor¬ 
ship,  and  were  sponsored  by  the 
BSSB’s  church  leadership  ser¬ 
vices  division. 


Concord,  Ackerman:  Aug 
II;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  10:45  a.m.;  afternoon 
singing;  Gerald  Sargent,  guest 
speaker;  Roger  Griffith,  pastor. 

Improve  (Marion):  Aug.  18; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship, 
II  a.m.;-noon  meal;  1:30  p.m. 
service;  James  Hitt,  Columbia, 
guest  speaker;  Ron  Burch,  pastor. 

D’Lo  (Simpson):  Aug.  18; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  1 1  a.m.;  noon  meal;  Robert 
Sones,  speaker,  pastor. 

New  Prospect,  Brookhaven: 

Aug.  18;  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  II  a.m.;  noon 
meal;  afternoon  singing;  Ken¬ 
neth  Kirk,  guest  speaker;  Willie 
Welch,  pastor. 

Rolling  Creek,  Quitman: 

Aug.  18;  Sunday  School,  9:45 
a.m.;  worship.  11  a.m.;  noon 
meal;  Arlis  Nichols,  Enterprise, 
guest  speaker;  Tony  Meinhardt. 
pastor. 

Harmony  (Lincoln):  Aug. 
18;  Sunday  School.  10  a.m.; 
worship.  1 1  a.m.;  noon  meal;  1 
p.m.  service;  Marion  Ball,  for¬ 
mer  pastor.  Oak  Grove,  Ala., 
guest  speaker;  Wilson  Winstead, 
pastor. 

First,  Yazoo  City:  Aug.  18; 
II  a.m.  service;  noon  meal;  1:30 
p.m.,  musical  program;  Bill 
Stanford.  Twin  Lakes  Church. 


Jackson,  guest  speaker;  David 
Raddin,  pastor. 

New  Providence,  Carthage: 
Sept.  15;  approximately  120 
years  old;  activities  include  reg¬ 
istration  at  9  a.m.,  devotional, 
pot  luck  lunch,  church  history, 
hymns,  special  music,  and 
awards;  Smith  Sanders,  pastor. 

Fairhaven,  Olive  Branch: 

Sept.  15;  morning  and  afternoon 
services  and  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Jack  Price,  pastor. 

Carey  Chapel  (Marshall): 

Oct.  20;  Sunday  School,  10  am.; 
worship,  1 1  a.m.;  noon  meal; 
1:30  p.m.,  musical  program  with 
Carey  Chapel  Men  and  Bumpas 
Family,  Holly  Springs;  Jack  Gre¬ 
gory,  pastor. 


Little  Bahala,  Wesson:  Aug. 
11;  worship  service,  10:50  a.m.; 
dinner  in  fellowship  hall,  noon; 
afternoon  singing,  1:30;  no  night 
service;  Charles  Gentry,  Clinton, 
guest  speaker;  Thomas  and  Willa 
Moak,  Brookhaven,  music; 
revival  Aug.  12-16;  7  nightly 
with  Charles  Gentry  and  the 
Moaks;  Wayne  Grajj,  pastor. 

Phalti,  Pachuta:  Aug.  11-14; 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  noon;  7  p.m.  worship 
service;  revival,  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Gus  Movritt,  Newton,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Howard  Bennett,  pastor. 
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Come  Rejoice  With  Us 

Call  Dial-A-Hymn  and  hear  a  lovely  Hymn,  an  inspirational 
message,  and  a  prayer  sung  and  narrated  by  Leonard  Graves  ... 
1-900-787-0103.  Only  99  cents  per  min.,  average  average  call  is 
4  min.,  average  cost  is  $3.96.  Must  be  18  or  older.  New  hymn 
and  message  every  Monday!  Sponsored  by  900  Big  Bear  Lake, 
California.  Call  Today!  1-900-787-0103. 


Names  in  the  News 


Jacque  Edwards  Seal,  wife  of  er,  held  a  reception  on  June  30  for 
Otis  Seal  of  Meridian,  died  July  Paul  Kirke  in  honor  of  his  80th 
27  at  Jeff  Anderson  Regional  birthday  and  50  years  in  the  min- 
Medical  Center  in  Meridian.  She  istry.  Kirke  pastored  both  Pine 
was  78.  The  Madisonville,  La.,  Hill  Church,  West  Enterprise,  and 
native  was  a  graduate  of  William  Hickory  Grove,  Lauderdale  Coun- 
Carey  College  and  the  University  ty,  at  the  same  time  while  attend- 
of  Southern  Mississippi.  She  was  ing  Clarke  College  and  Mississip- 
a  member  of  Calvary  Church,  pi  College.  He  is  also  a  graduate 
Meridian,  where  her  husband  of  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Other 
served  as  pastor  3 1  years  before  churches  he  served  as  pastor  were 
retiring.  In  addition  to  her  hus-  First,  Gautier;  Port  Gibson,  Port 
band,  she  is  surviv^  by  a  daugh-  Gibson;  First,  Poplarville;  East- 
ter,  Ann  Schroeder  of  Meridian;  a  lawn  and  Jackson  Avenue, 
son,  A.  Otis  of  Meridian;  sister  Pascagoula;  and  Pine  Lake,  Van- 
Anna  Williams  of  Collins;  eight  cleave.  He  served  as  associate 
grandchildren  and  eight  great-  pastor  at  First  Church, 
grandchildren.  Pascagoula,  and  Parkway  Church. 

.  Charles  Brady  is  pastor  of  Martin 
Martin  Bluff  Church,  Gauti-  Bluff  Church. 


Victor  R.  Vaughn  Sr.  and  his 

wife  Jpyce  were  honored  on  his 
23rd  anniversary  as  pastor  of  Oak 
Grove  Church,  Scott  County.  They 
received  a  basket  of  flowers  with  a 
monetary  gift. 

Mississippian  Paul  B.  John¬ 
son  has  accepted  the  call  to  Flat 
Paul  Truitt  Memorial  River  Association  in  North  Caroli- 
Church,  Pearl,  will  celebrate  its 
50th  anniversary  on  Sept.  14-15. 

The  church  is  seeking  to  contact  tive  Aug.  1.  He 

former  members  and  staff.  To  be  previously 

included  in  the  celebration,  contact  served  as  direc- 

the  church  at  3705  Old  Brandon  oj  Public 

Road,  Pearl,  MS  39208;  telephone 

(60 1 )  939-2975.  Ted  Dukes  is  pas-  Intorma- 

^B^^F^^Htion  at  Camp- 

t  _ 


Six  students  of  Wade  Church,  Jackson  Association,  have  made  com¬ 
mitments  to  enter  the  ministry.  Pictured  from  left,  are  Brent  Stork,  Carla 
Tanner,  Russell  Pedersen,  Melissa  Smith,  Philip  Price,  minister  of  youth 
and  music,  and  Brooks  Delk.  Not  pictured  is  Jessica  Pedersen.  Bill  Barton 
is  pastor.  ,  — 

■  Addle  Mae  anniversary  as  pastor.  He  and  his 
Holloway  of  wife  Edna,  music  director,  also 
Valley  Park  received  a  silver  serving  tray. 

Church,  Valley 

Park,  complet-  Charles  Moore  was  licensed  to 
ed  45  years  of  preach  on  March  31  at  Center  Ter- 
perfect  atten-  race  Church,  Canton.  Moore 
dance  in  Sunday  received  his  education  at  Holmes 
School  on  Aug.  Community  College  and  Missis- 
4.  Etennis  Salley  sippi  College.  He  plans  to  pursue 
is  pastor.  his  studies  at  New  Orleans  Semi- 


Just  for  the  Record 


Supreme  Court  Justice  Edwin 
Lloyd  Pittman,  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trus- 
tees  at  William 
Carey  College, 
will  be  the  fea- 
tured  speaker 
the  William 
Carey 

summer  gradua- 
tion  Satur- 
day,  Aug. 

10  a.m.  on  the 
Pittman  Hattiesburg 

campus.  Approximately  250  can¬ 
didates  will  receive  bachelor’s  and 
master’s  degrees  at  the  ceremony. 


Holloway 


Athens  Church,  Aberdeen, 
recently  presented  a  certificate  to 
Julian  Thompson  on  his  10th 


Roger  Dorsett, 
DOM,  dies  on 
Aug.  4  at  61 


Euclatubba,  Saltillo:  July  29 
Aug.  2;  record  attendance  of  115 
John  Hearn,  pastor. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


WANTED  TO  BUY 

Growing  Pine  Timberiand 

Prefer  1 ,000-acre  blocks  and  up 
Contact; 

Jack  N.  Stuart,  Sr. 
244  Northwood  Drive 
Morton,  MS  39117 
Telephone:  (601)732-2403 


David  Earl 
Satterwhite 
dies  at  60 


Martha  Ann  Powell  of  Liber¬ 
ty  was  elected  president  at  the 
recent  meeting 

tof  the  New 
Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary’s  Founda¬ 
tion  Board.  The 
Foundation 
Board  consists 
of  nearly  100 
pastors  and  lay 
people  who  are 
instrumental  in 
Powell  providing  finan¬ 

cial  support  for  New  Orleans  Sem¬ 
inary. 

Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  was  recently  awarded  the 
doctor  of  ministry  degree  from 
Southern  Baptist  ^hool  of  Bibli¬ 
cal  Studies  during  commencement 
exercises  in  New  Orleans.  He  also 
holds  degrees  from  Mississippi 
College  and  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary. 


Cushions  Baptistries 
it  Steeples  it  Renovation 
•it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


Roger  S.  Dorsett,  director  of 
missions  for  Tishomingo  Associa¬ 
tion,  died  of  cancer  Aug.  4  at  his 
home  in  Tishomingo  County.  He 
was  61. 

Funeral  service  was  held  Aug. 
7  at  Tishomingo  Church. 

A  native  of  Pontotoc  County, 
Dorsett  was  a  graduate  of  Missis- 
sippi  College, 
State 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1.8(»«98.0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Florida 

University,  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Cen- 
the  University  ter  in  Jackson.  He  was  60. 
of  Miami  (Fla.),  Funeral  service  was  held  July 
and  a  veteran  of  31  at  Wilcox 

Home 
in  Carthage. 

Amory,  Sater- 

reared  in  Tupelo 
veter- 

director  for  the  Florida  Baptist  U.S.  Navy 

Children’s  Home  system  for  10  U.S.  Army  in  Sattenvhite 

years.  the  Korean  War. 

He  also  served  as  pastor  of  He  attended  Southwestern  Semi 
Parkview  Church,  Leland,  as  well  nary  in  Fort  Worth  and  Luthei 
as  churches  in  Alabama,  North  Rice  Seminary  in  Florida.  He  wa 
Dakota,  and  South  Carolina.  In  a  member  of  Gideons  Internationa 
1982  he  was  awarded  the  Missis-  as  well  as  the  Carthage  Rotar; 
sippi  Minister  of  the  Year  award.  Club. 

Dorsett  is  survived  by  his  wife  Prior  to  retirement,  he  pastore( 
Mildred;  parents  Herman  and  churches  in  Texas,  Alabama,  ani 
Evye  Dorsett  of  Pontotoc;  sons  Mississippi. 

Michael  of  Columbus  and  Christo-  He  is  survived  by  his  wif 
pher  of  Belmont;  daughter  Dedra  Mavis;  daughter  Dawn  Sanders  c 
Becker  of  Houston.  Texas;  brother  Carthage;  brother  James  of  Der 
Donnie  of  Sherman;  and  four  nellon,  Fla.;  and  sister  Bessi 
grandchildren.  Kaiser  ot  Wichita.  Kan. 


Congratulations 

Four  Mile  Creek 
Baptist  Church,  Inc. 

Pascagoula,  Mississippi 

Thomas  O.  Brill,  Jr,,  Pastor 

On  completion  of  a  $900, (KW  sanctuary 

Permanent  iwovided  by  Rives  Leavell  A  Co. 

For  information  call  or  write 

Wi  1  800-748-8877 
r  Mart  A.  McNoece 

Regional  Vice  President 

460  Brkarv/ood  Drive  Suite  515 
ii  Jackson,  MS  39236 


the  U.S.  Army. 

service  with 
Tishomingo 
Association,  he 
Dorsett  served  as  direc¬ 

tor  of  missions  for  Jackson  and 
Monroe  Associations,  and  was  a 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 


Sa  fety  is  our  first  priority. 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Thanks  for  support 

Editor: 

1  was  reading  the  Jan.  1 1  Bap¬ 
tist  Recard  when  f  read  the  article 
on  the  record  amount  given  by 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  the  C(H)per- 
ative  Program,  which  means  to  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  I  praise 
God  for  our  Mississippi  Baptist 
friends.  Plea.se  express  to  our  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  that  every  penny 
is  appreciated  by  our  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Because  of  the  giving  by 
Mississippi  Baptists,  we  as  foreign 
missionaries  can  minister  all  across 
the  world  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

When  I  read  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  I  look  for  familiar  names  and 
churches.  I  was  pastor  of  Mt.  Olive 
Church,  Okolona,  for  three  years, 
and  I  have  family  in  southern  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  Therefore,  Mississippi  is 
important  to  our  family.  We  are 
missionaries  serving  in  Simfer¬ 
opol,  Ukraine. 

You  may  wonder  why  we  are 
Just  now  reading  the  January  edi¬ 
tion.  It  takes  three  months  for  it  to 
arrive  to  this  country  arid  several 
months  or  so  to  reach  us  in  Simfer¬ 
opol.  but  we  get  it.  We  praise  God 
for  you.  May  God  continue  to 
bless  us  through  our  Mississippi 
friends.  May  God  bless  our  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  and  their  work  for 
him. 

Tony  Hines 

Simferopr>l,  Ukraine 

Thankful  for  stance 

Editor: 

Praise  G»k1  1  am  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  and  support  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Ct)nvention  (SBC)  to  boycott 
Disney.  It  is  about  time  we  came 
out  of  our  comfort  zones  and  ttH>k 
a  stand  with  what  we  see  happen¬ 
ing  with  our  children  today  and 
what  they  are  exposed  to. 

These  Disney  movies  have  very 
adult  situations  in  them.  1  suggest 
you  sit  down  and  watch  what 
unfolds.  In  these  animation  movies 
tor  st>me  reason  the  women  keep 
on  bubbling  out  of  their  clothes. 
Funny,  I  never  remember  Snow 
White  having  that  trouble. 

We  think  Disney  today  seems 
the  most  pro-family  empire  in  the 
world,  and  are  we  helping  to  build 
it?  But  what  it  pretends  to  appear 
as  and  what  it  actually  is.  are  two 
very  different  things. 

No,  we  should  not  hide  this 
from  our  children.  We  should  point 
out  the  wrong,  what  they  cover  up, 
and  expose  them  for  what  they 
stand  for.  But.  you  say  the  rest  of 
the  world  will  laugh  at  us.  Go 
ahead;  even  Christ  was  mocked 
(Matt.  27:31). 

No.  we  may  not  be  able  to 
spend  every  day  and  night  in 
church,  but  think  what  a  better 
world  we  would  live  in  if  we  did. 

And  yes.  in  the  Bible  it  speaks 
of  Christ  going  into  the  temple  and 
he  overthrew  the  tables  of  the 
money  changers  (Matt.  21:12). 

You  said.  “That  those  who  take 
our  Christianity  seriously  find  our¬ 
selves  seated  uncomfortably.” 


Maybe  you  should  ask  why  you 
feel  uncomfortable. 

“Have  no  fellowship  with  the 
unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  but 
rather  reprove  them”  (Eph.  5: 1 1 ). 
Betty  Williams 
Oxford 

Praying  for  guidance 

Editor: 

I  am  saddened  and  somewhat 
shocked  by  the  response  from 
some  Christians  concerning  the 
Disney  boycott.  As  a  mother  of 
two  small  children  I  know  first¬ 
hand  how  difficult  it  is,  and  is 
going  to  be,  to  stand  up  for  what  1 
believe  is  right.  I  do  not  know  how 
to  explain  to  a  3-year-old  and  a  5- 
year-old  the  relationship  between 
Disney,  gay  rights,  and  total 
immorality.  They  have  patiently 
waited  for  months  to  see  “The 
Hunchback  of^otre  Dame.”  They 
aie  still  waiting,  simply  because  I 
refuse  to  give  my  money  to  an 
organization  that  so  blatantly 
attacks  Christianity.  I  will  not  fund 
the  annual  “Gay  and  Lesbian  Day” 
at  Walt  Disney  World,  a  day  in 
which  Disney  is  actually  allowing 
the  homosexual  organizers  to  por¬ 
tray  Mickey  Mouse  and  Donald 
Duck  as  homosexual  lovers  and 
Minnie  Mouse  and  Daisy  Duck  as 
lesbians! 

No  one  forced  Christianity, 
morals,  or  family  values  on  me.  I 
have  always  been  allowed  the  free¬ 
dom  to  chtx)se  for  myself  what  1 
thought  was  morally  right  after 
reviewing  all  the  information  given 
to  me.  I  have  been  strongly  con¬ 
victed  after  reading  and  hearing  all 
of  this  information  about  Disney 
and  its  agenda.  Certainly  there  are 
those  who  have  not  felt  convicted 
and  may  chtxise  not  to  participate 
in  this  boycott,  but  please,  instead 
of  criticizing  those  of  us  who  are 
struggling  to  try  to  do  what  we 
honestly  feel  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
guiding  us  to  do.  just  pray  that  we 
will  not  fail. 

Stephanie  Wtxxlfield 

Jackson 

Blessings  removed 

Editor: 

Speaking  of  same-sex  mar¬ 
riages,  I’d  like  to  speak  to  the  Mr.- 
and-Mr.  or  the  Ms.-and-Ms.  I 
understand  that  you  are  a  very 
unusual  couple  —  that  you  have 
never  had  an  abortion  in  your 
immediate  family,  and  that  you 
have  never  had  to  go  to  a  hospital 
because  of  a  miscarriage.  This,  of 
course,  is  very  unusual  but  it  at 
least  keeps  down  medical  costs  to 
your  family  budget. 

You  will  never  have  to  worry 
about  the  cost  of  sending  a  bunch 
of  kids  to  school.  You  will  not 
have  to  waste  time-  taking  that  boy 
fishing  or  that  daughter  to  her 
schtwl  prom.  You  also  escape  hav¬ 
ing  to  hear  that  little  one  with  fever 
crying  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
for  “Mummy.” 

Just  suppose  that  God  had  made 
Adam  and  Adam  instead  of  Adam 
and  Eve.  There  would  not  have 
been  any  Bible.  That  would  have 


been  the  beginning  and  the  end. 

How  do  these  people  think  they 
got  here  in  the  first  place?  This 
godless  bunch  is  not  only  denying 
the  likely  birth  of  those  little  ones, 
but  missing  the  opportunity  to  take 
them  to  church  on  the  Sabbath; 
seeing  them  follow  Mom  and  Dad 
in  baptism,  and  hear  the  good  pas¬ 
tor  preach  that  sermon  where 
Christ  proclaims,  “Suffer  the  little 
children  and  forbid  them  not  to 
come  unto  me,  for  such  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven”  (Matt.  19: 14). 

Tom  Walden 

Jackson 

What  seems  right... 

Editor: 

1  am  writing  this  in  response  to 
the  July  1 1  Letter  to  the  Editor  by 
David  Frazier.  My  husband  and  1 
have  two  small  children  who  love 
Mickey  Mouse,  but  if  we  as  par¬ 


ents  allow  anything  to  replace 
godly  values  in  our  home,  then  we 
have  failed  in  our  service  to  God 
and  to  our  children. 

Truly,  I  am  constantly  reminded 
through  Mr.  Frazier  and  others  like 
him:  “There  is  a  way  which 
seemeth  right  unto  a  man,  but  the 
end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death” 
(Prov.  14:12).  Also,  “And  if  it 
seem  evil  unto  you  to  serve  the 
Lord,  choose  you  this  day  whom 
you  will  serve...  but  as  for  me  and 
my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord” 
(Joshua  24:15). 

Penny  Watkins 

Tylertown 

Support  HMB’s  Lewis 

Editor: 

I  have  received  a  personal  letter 
from  Moishe  Rosen  of  Jews  for 
Jesus  requesting  that  I  write  a 
thank  you  note  to  Larry  Lewis, 


president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  4200  North 
Point  Parkway,  Alpharetta,  GA 
30202,  for  the  resolution  that  was 
passed  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  on  behalf  of  Jewish 
evangelism.  It’s  a  strong  statement, 
citing  Scriptures  such  as  Luke 
24:47,  Romans  II  :28b.  and 
Romans  1:16,  and  ending  with  the 
resolution  to  direct  their  energies 
and  resources  toward  the  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  gospel  to  the  Jewish 
people. 

Moishe  is  concerned  because 
the  rabbis  are  so  furious  and  are 
putting  pressure  on  all  kinds  of 
Christian  dignitaries  with  letter 
writing  campaigns  which  can  be 
devastating. 

I  hope  everyone  who  reads  this 
letter  will  write  a  letter  of  appreci¬ 
ation  to  Larry  Lewis. 

Carolyn  E.  Jones 

Greenwood 


Dollar  City.  2  BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6. 


MOTORCOACHES  FOR  SALE: 

1978  MCI,  New  Interior,  4  Spd; 
1980  MCI,  15k  on  engine.  Auto; 
1985  TMC  96A3,  New  Seats,  5 
Spd;  1987  TMC  102A3,  6V92. 
Auto;  1989  MCI  102C3,  L-10, 
Auto;  1992  MCI  102C3.  L-10, 
Auto;  1991  VanHool,  T-800,  L-10, 
Auto.  For  information,  call  1-800- 
633-4147. 

I  AM  AVAILABLE  for  pulpit  sup¬ 
ply  in  Lee,  Monroe,  Alcorn,  Pren¬ 
tiss  counties  and  surrounding 
areas.  Rev.  David  Ellsworth,  Rt.  4 
Lot  242,  Tupelo,  MS  38801; 
phone  (601)  841-1665. 

HAVE  YOU  CALLED  Dial-A- 
Hymn  this  week?  See  our  ad  on 
page  8. 

CHRISTIAN  ART  —  Lovely  hand¬ 
framed  Scripture  pictures.  Original 
watercolor  designs.  From  $15.00. 
Personalizing  available.  For  FREE 
color  catalog  call  1-800-886-4611. 
The  Crown  Prints  Gallery^**. 

AVAILABLE  FROM  FBC  Ponto¬ 
toc;  “A  Walk  of  Faith,”  History  of 
First  Baptist  Church  —  price;  $25, 
postage;  $5;  “The  Sunny  South 
Cookbook”  —  price;  $10,  postage: 
$3.  Make  check  payable  to:  First 
Baptist  Church,  31  Washington 
St..  Pontotoc,  MS  38863;  (601) 
489-1346. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes, 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898- 
MACS. 

YELLOW  LEAF  CHURCH  seek¬ 
ing  part-time  Youth  Minister.  Send 
resume:  36  Highway  334,  Oxford, 


MS  38655.  Daytime  (601)  236- 
1884;  evening  (601)  234-5116. 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL 

ministers  and  music  directors: 
Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$1 ,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  fur¬ 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or  cash 
investment  —  We  train  you.  Call 
(601)  582-9000  for  confidential 
interview. 

FUND  RAISING  CHURCH 

Groups.  Cleaning  product  safe 
and  friendly  to  environment  for 
use  by  households  and  business¬ 
es.  Official  Earth  Day  product. 
Wellness  Associates,  76  Rolling 
Hills  Drive,  Gore  Springs,  MS 
38929;  (601)  226-6897. 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95 
per  day/  limited  free  miles/  7-  to 
15-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck 
Rental,  Jackson  (601)  948-3391. 
Since  1965. 

CH  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Bap¬ 
tistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 

LARGE  COIN  COLLECTION  for 

sale  to  good  Christian  home. 
Please  call  At  Blackmon  at  (601) 
544-7126. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  Passion  Play, 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.!  $31  Group 
Pkg.  includes  the  Best  ($13)  Tick¬ 
ets,  plus  fun,  lodging,  &  meals. 
Where  One  Call  Does  It  ALL; 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort, 
(501)253-8418. 

NOTCH  ESTATES  —  Branson, 
Mo.  Condo,  1  mile  west  of  Silver 


Stay  3  nights,  4th  free;  or  4  nights, 
5th  free.  Free  continental  break¬ 
fast.  $95  daily.  (601)  746-4632. 

BIBLIOCIPHER  NOW  available  in 
booklet,  $2  including  s/h.  Order 
from  Charlie  Marx,  277  Daisy 
Ave.,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 

BRIARWOOD  DRIVE  BAPTIST 

Church  seeks  part-time  Youth 
Director.  Call  (601)  956-4561  or 
send  inquiries  to:  245  Briarwood 
Drive,  Jackson,  MS  39206. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)693-4461. 

HAVE  YOUR  PUPPETS  been  in 
storage  for  years?  Church  would 
like  to  buy  used  puppets  to  start 
ministry.  Please  contact  Springhill 
Baptist  Church,  81  Powell  Road, 
Lumberton,  MS  39455;  (601)  795- 
2966. 

CORINTH  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Tallahatchie  County,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  pastor.  Church  is  located 
10  miles  from  Charleston,  MS,  on 
Tallaha  Road  with  a  parsonage. 
Send  resume  to  Corinth  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1  Box  89,  Tillatoba, 
MS  38961;  Attn:  Pastor  Search 
Committee^ 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  of 

Music/Youth.  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Mount  Ojive  is  seeking  a  part- 
time  minister  of  music  and  youth. 
Interested  persons  can  contact 
Dwight  Carr  (601/797-3881  or 
797-3890)  or  Rev.  Donald  O’Quin 
(797-3973  or  797-4628). 
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Valuing  Gad’s  Word 


By  Jim  Phillips 
Psalm  119 


Whenever  we  enter  the  home  of  a  friend,  it  might  be 
observed  that  the  most  valuable  objects  are  quickly  seen. 
On  the  coffee  table,  we  might  spot  the  latest  edition  of 
some  periodical.  We  might  discover  a  copy  of  his  favorite 
novel.  There  might  possibly  be  found  a  family  album  or 
even  a  copy  of  the  Word  of  God.  If  they  have  preschoolers 
in  the  home,  we  may  have  to  look  a  little  higher. 

The  higher  the  vine  a  person  places  on  the  Bible,  the 
higher  the  impact  God’s  Word  should  be  upon  their  con¬ 
victions.  Some  people  treat  a  copy  of  the  Word  of  God  as 
having  some  mystic,  magical  quality.  They’re  careful 
where  they  lay  it  and  they  may  even  keep  a  copy  beside 
the  bed.  Trouble  is,  though,  they  know  very  little  about  its 
content  and  seldom  are  they  known  to  actually  meditate 
upon  its  truths. 

Psalm  1 19  is  a  valuable  treatise  on  rightly  understand¬ 
ing  the  place  for  God’s  Word  in  the  life  of  his  children. 
The  psalmist  declared  that  to  obey  God’s  Word  meant 
freedom  (v.  45),  to  disobey  resulted  in  enslavement.  He 
believed  that  those  who  live  life  within  the  parameters 
established  in  the  revealed  law  of  God  would  receive 
blessings  from  the  Lord  (v.  1).  To  ignore  God’s  truths 
would  bring  disaster.  We  need  to  understand  that  law  was 
more  than  only  the  10  Commandments,  rather  it  was  inclu¬ 
sive  of  instruction,  guidance  and  beneficial  revelation. 

It  is  evident  that  he  was  writing  from  the  standpoint  of 
experience.  He  talked  about  “my  ways’’  and  “my  heart”  as 
having  first-hand  experience  of  receiving  God’s  unmistak¬ 
able  blessings  (vv.  5-8).  It  should  be  noted  that  this 
blessedness  was  equated  with  happiness  and  confidence 
that  God’s  hand  was  upon  his  life.  He  was  nor 
direction  and  insight,  rather  the  Lord  of  all  th! 
was  personally  impacting  his  whole  being. 

All  of  us  generally  behave  and  respond  to  life  based  on 
how  our  mind  has  been  trained  in  handling  life’s  chal¬ 
lenges  and  opportunities.  Our  value  system  impacts  our 
behavior.  The  psalmist  believed  that  faithfully  placing  the 
Word  of  God  properly  in  to  that  value  system  would  thus 
control  his  behavior  (vv.  9-11).  All  of  us  who  have  ever 
attended  or  been  involved  with  Vacation  Bible  School,  are 
familiar  with  verse  1 1.  We  were  taught  that  God’s  Word 
would  in  fact  guard  us  against  breaking  principles  God  set 
forth  in  caring  for  his  children.  It  would  also  be  possible  to 
see  God’s  Word  as  an  actual  guiding  light  or  lamp  by 
which  to  .see  our  way  through  life’s  dark  dangers.  It  would 
be  the  psalmist’s  conviction  that  if  a  child  of  God  loses  his 
or  her  way,  it  could  very  possibly  be  traced  back  to  the 
time  they  stepped  away  from  God’s  clearly  lit  path  (v. 

105). 

Whenever  you  find  yourself  at  a  loss  for  understanding 
what  life  hands  you,  where  do  you  turn  for  counsel?  Are 
you  tempted  to  call  a  psychic  hotline  or  consult  your  horo¬ 
scope?  Do  you  call  a  flavored  friend  and  get  their  valued 
opinion?  Do  you  chalk  it  up  to  fate  that  says  whatever  hap¬ 
pens  just  happens  and  there’s  no  meaning  to  the  turn  of 
events?  Or  do  you  consult  the  Word  of  God  for  meaning 
and  understanding? 

That’s  not  to  say  that  God  might  use  a  friend's  spiritual 
maturity  to  help  coun.sel  and  guide  your  way.  I’ve  done 
that.  But  be  certain  that  the  person  whose  counsel  you 
value  also  has  as  his  own  .source  of  strength  the  valued 
counsel  of  the  Word  of  God. 

The  psalmist  announces  that  God’s  insight  and  counsel 
are  nothing  short  of  wonderful  (vv.  129-30).  A  truly  wise 
person  will  take  great  strides  in  learning  and  then  obeying 
his  directives^r— - - 


Only  as  we  obey  what  'fie  first^l^now  to  be  true  can  his 
Word  then  unfold  to  the  next  insightful,  factual,  divinely 
delivered  Word.  Rethink  how  valuable  God’s  Word  is  to 
your  life  as  a  Christian.  Do  you  open  up  its  revealing 
truths  other  than  just  on  Sunday  mornings?  If  Jesus  him¬ 
self  arrived  to  check  out  your  Bible,  would  he  find  its 
cover  dusty  or  well  worn? 

Phillips  is  pastor,  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood. 


Bible  Book 

Interlude,  7th  trumpet 


By  Ronald  Bishop 
Revelation  10, 11 


The  sweet  and  bitter  scroll  (Rev.  10).  A  bit  of  an  inter¬ 
lude  occurs  between  the  blowing  of  the  sixth  and  seventh 
trumpets.  John  probably  used  this  interlude  for  literary 
effect.  It  seems  that  the  first  six  trumpets  were  not  success¬ 
ful  in  getting  the  persecutors  to  repent.  John  knows  that 
there  is  only  one  more  trumpet. 

As  in  an  intense  drama,  the  finale  is  postponed  a  bit  to 
give  the  audience  a  chance  to  take  in  all  that  has  happened 
and  prepare  for  the  climax.  The  interlude  reveals  another 
“mighty”  angel  coming  down  from  heaven.  His  might  is 
revealed  in  the  numerous  images  used  to  describe  him.  This 
angel  had  a  little  scroll  open  in  his  hand,  and  he  had  one 
foot  on  the  earth  and  one  on  the  sea. 

Scrolls  usually  imply  an  important  message  in  apocalyp¬ 
tic  literature.  The  placement  of  the  angel’s  feet  suggests 
that  the  message  is  for  all  those  “who  dwell  on  the  earth.” 
God’s  message  has  universal  application  for  those  who 
defy  him. 

The  loudness  of  the  angel’s  voice  shows  that  he  has 
authority.  When  the  angel  spoke,  seven  thunders  sounded 
out  messages,  which  J(5in  prepared  to  record.  The  angel 
forbade  him,  for  these  words  were  yet  secret,  since  humans 
do  not  know  all  that  God  has  in  his  plan.  The  mighty  angel 
then  announced  that  there  would  be  no  more  delay. 

When  the  seventh  trumpet  would  be  blown,  “the  mys¬ 
tery  of  God”  would  be  revealed. 

John  then  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  again,  instructing 
him  to  take  the  scroll  from  the  angel.  As  John  took  the 
scroll,  the  angel  told  him  to  eat  it,  reminding  the  reader  of 
Ezekiel  eating  the  scroll  in  Ezekiel  3.  The  point  seems  to  be 
^at  John  was  glad  to  receive  the  word  from  God,  but  God’s 
'ord  is  not  always  pleasant. 

The  prophets  were  honored  to  be  messengers  of  God. 
but  they  sometimes  had  to  deliver  announcements  that 
grieved  them.  The  same  is  true  for  John.  He  was  God’s 
messenger,  but  he  was  delivering  messages  that  surely 
pricked  his  human  sympathy. 

God’s  faithful  witnesses  (Rev.  II).  For  the  Hebrews 
the  act  of  measuring  indicated  safety  and  security.  God 
knew  the  whereabouts  of  his  people  and  would  protect 
them.  Hence,  the  me^uring  of  the  temple.  The  outer  court, 
the  court  pf  the  Gentiles,  would  be  left  alone,  for  it  would 
be  overrun  by  the  Gentiles  (Romans)  for  a  long  but  definite 
period  of  time.  During  that  time,  God  would  still  have  wit¬ 
nesses  who  would  testify,  even  under  duress. 

Many  identify  the  witnesses  as  Moses  and  Elijah.  Some 
suggest  other  names.  John’s  point  probably  was  that  if  any¬ 
one  will  be  a  true  witness  for  God  during  hard  times,  his  or 
her  lot  will  be  better  than  those  who  deny  God. 

The  reader  will  note  that  these  two  witnesses  are  perse¬ 
cuted  and  even  killed.  But  then  what  happens  to  them? 
Though  they  are  shamefully  treated  and  abu.sed,  God 
restores  their  lives  and  they  go  into  the  presence  of  God. 

What  message  did  Christians  under  persecution  need  to 
hear?  If  you  are  persecuted,  keep  the  faith.  Do  not  worship 
Caesar.  Worship  God  alone.  So  what  if  you  are  killed  for 
your  faith?  God  will  raise  you  up,  and  your  fate  will  be 
much  better  than  those  who  deny  their  faith  to  go  on  living 
on  the  earth. 

Finally,  the  seventh  trumpet  blows,  inviting  the  heaven¬ 
ly  choir  to  announce,  “The  kingdom  of  the  world  has 
become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ....”  God 
has  overcome  the  evil  in  the  world  and  his  followers  have 
overcome  if  they  have  remained  faithful  to  him. 

-  What  is  John’s  message  in  Revelation  10  and  1 1?  Is  it  a 
road  map  to  terrible  events  that  are  to  come  in  the  future?  Is 
it  a  description  of  a  tribulation  that  you  and  I  should  dread? 
Some  think  so. 

Others,  however,  suggest  that  these  chapters  de.scribe  in 
fantastic  imagery  and  metaphor  the  ongoing  struggle 
between  good  and  evil  that  exists  in  every  age.  For  John 
and  his  first  readers,  it  existed  during  the  last  years  of  the 
first  century  A.D.  His  primary  message  was  that  God 
would  defeat  the  evil  aspects  of  the  Roman  Empire,  even  if 
it  seemed  that  God  had  forgotten  his  people. 

Bishop  teaches  philosophy  and  reli^on  at  Jones 
County  Junior  College,  Ellisville. 


Life  and  Work 

Better  relationships 


By  Cynthia  Douglas 
Proverbs  10-29 


“Mom,  no  one  will  be  my  friend  at  school,”  cried  the 
child.  Later,  the  same  evening,  the  parents  said,  “We  wish 
we  had  close  friends,  too.” 

God,  in  his  wonderful,  infinite  knowledge,  knew  every 
generation  needs  a  word  on  how  to  build  better  relation¬ 
ships.  We  were  created  with  a  need  for  fellowship  with 
God  and  for  fellowship  with  others.  Developing  strong 
friendships  is  a  deep  need  among  people  today.  Let  us  look 
at  four  guidelines  God  gave  in  F^roverbs;  1 )  value  your 
friends;  2)  avoid  gossiping  and  quarreling;  3)  act  with 
integrity;  and  4)  resolve  conflicts  wisely. 

Value  your  friends  (Prov.  10:12;  17:17;  18:24).  Diffi¬ 
culties  will  come  in  our  relationships  but  Proverbs  10:12 
says  to  cover  all  wrongs  with  love.  In  17:17  we  are  told 
real  friends  love  each  other  regardless  of  the  crisis.  Friend¬ 
ship  is  a  wonderful  gift  among  persons.  Proverbs  18:24 
describes  the  value  of  a  close  friend  as  one  who  will  be 
closer  in  relationship  than  a  brother. 

To  value  something  implies  holding  it  in  high  esteem, 
realizing  its  worth,  and  having  a  sense  of  protection  for  it.  - 
To  value  your  friends  is  to  be  accepting,  to  overlook  and 
forgive  differences,  and  to  be  reaffirming  of  their  worth. 

Ask  the  person  who  lives  alone,  does  not  drive,  and 
depends  on  friends  for  transportation:  What  value  do  you 
place  on  friends? 

Ask  the  child  who  is  always  last  to  be  chosen  as  a  part¬ 
ner  in  school  activities:  What  value  do  you  place  on 
friends? 

Ask  the  lonely  parent  living  in  a  new  place:  What  value 
do  you  place  on  friends? 

Avoid  gossiping  and  quarreling  (Prov.  16:28;  26:21). 

Gossip  will  .separate  close  friends  (16:28).  Gossip  is 
defined  as  an  idle  tattler,  or  repeating  groundless  rumor. 
Immeasurable  pain  comes  to  a  friendship  when  words  .said 
in  personal  confidence  are  told  by  the  friend  to  others.  One 
way  for  believers  to  stop  gossip  is  to  refuse  to  listen  and 
certainly  never  to  repeat  it. 

A  quarrelsome  person  stirs  up  trouble  (26:21).  Verse  20 
says:  “Without  gossip  a  quarrel  dies  down.”  The  words  of 
the  mouth  reveal  the  heart  and  character  of  the  person.  A 
quarrelsome  person  brings  heartache  to  the  home  and  to 
the  church.  The  spoken  word  carries  great  weight  and 
should  be  used  to  edify  the  believer.  Christians  must  be 
careful  in  their  conversations  so  as  not  to  listen  to  gossip 
or  to  become  a  part  of  the  problem  by  repeating  it. 

Act  with  integrity  (Prov.  3:28;  25:9;  27:10a).  Five 
actions  of  integrity  are  given:  share  what  you  have;  do  not 
plan  harm;  do  not  falsely  accuse  someone;  do  not  betray  a 
confidence;  and  do  not  forsake  your  friend.  Proverbs  3:28- 
30  says  we  have  responsibilities  toward  our  neighbors.  Be 
honest  and  do  not  take  advantage  of  their  friendship.  Be 
peaceable  toward  those  living  near  you.  When  the  neigh¬ 
bor  has  done  you  no  harm,  do  not  be  accusing  toward  him. 

God  gave  specific  instructions  to  help  believers  build 
better  relationships.  When  we  fail  to  obey  his  teachings, 
our  relation.ships  suffer. 

Wise  people  realize  words  and  actions  reflect  their  rela¬ 
tionship  to  God.  Do  you  act  with  integrity  towards  family, 
friends,  and  neighbors? 

Resolve  conflicts  wisely  (Prov.  14:9;  19:11;  29:11). 

Conflicts  come  to  all  relationships,  but  what  determines 
how  we  react?  Proverbs  14:9  says,  “Fools  mock  at  making 
amends  for  sin.”  One  way  to  resolve  conflict  is  for  the 
upright  to  show  goodwill  and  forgiveness. 

God  said  another  way  to  resolve  conflict  is  to  .‘‘overlook 
the  offen.se”  ( 19: 1 1 ).  This  verse  teaches  a  wi.se  man  is 
patient  and  kind. 

The  third  way  to  resolve  conflict  is  to  control  our  tem¬ 
per.  “A  fool  gives  full  vent  to  his  anger”  (29: 1 1 )  but  a 
godly  person  keeps  his  reactions  under  control. 

Strengthening  relationships  with  friends  includes  our 
realization  of  their  great  value,  being  able  to  handle  con¬ 
flict  in  a  godly  way,  and  always  acting  with  integrity. 

Dougliu  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Columbus. 
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Pair  of  Mississippians  set  to  serve 
m  in  Tahoe  resort  ministries  for  BSU 


STEWARDSHIP  LEADERS  TO  JOIN  EXECUTIVE  COM- 
MITTEE:  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  James  L.  Powell  and  James  L. 
Austin,  executive  vice  president  and  vice  president  for  Cooperative 
Program  (CP)  promotion,  respectively,  of  the  Stewardship  Commis¬ 
sion,  have  accepted  positions  with  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
(EC),  effective  no  later  than  June  19,  1997,  when  the  Stewardship  _ 
Commission  will  be  dissolved.  The  commission’s  dissolution  will 
result  from  the  SBC  restructuring,  “Covenant  for  a  New  Century,” 
adopted  by  messengers  to  the  June  11-13  annual  meeting  in  New 
Orleans.  Powell,  employed  by  the  Stewardship  Commission  24  years, 
will  serve  as  director  of  CP  relations  in  the  division  of  CP  Advance¬ 
ment  led  by  the  Executive  Committee's  executive  vice  president, 
Ernest  E.  Mosley.  “I’m  excited  about  joining  the  EC  staff  in  its  com¬ 
mitment  to  advancing  the  impact  of  the  CP  on  Southern  Baptists’ 
growing  ministry  in  the  United  States  and  throughout  the  world, 
Powell  stated.  “The  call  of  Christ  to  reach  our  lost  world,  matched 
with  developing  technologies  in  communicating  our  messages,  gives 
us  great  challenge  and  great  opportunity  in  CP  advancement.” 
Austin,  a  16-year  Stewardship  Commission  employee,  will  serve  as 
director  of  CP  promotions. 

SBC  AGENCIES  INTENSIFY  EFFORT  TO  CONFRONT 
HUNGER:  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  In  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
unceasing  tragedy  of  world  hunger,  three  entities  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  have  forged  a  cooperative  new  working  relation¬ 
ship  to  equip  Southern  Baptists  to  more  effectively  respond  to  the 
needs  of  the  hungrv.  Alarmed  hy  the  ongoing  decline  in  giving  to 
world  hunger  needs  hy  Southern  Baptists,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  Home  Mission  Board,  and  Christian  Life  Commission  have 
reaffirmed  their  rexponsihility  to  confront  the  problem  of  hunger  in 
the  United  States  and  around  the  world.  Southern  Baptist  world 
hunger  offering  receipts  peaked  in  I9S5  and  have  been  falling  since. 
Don  Kammerdiener,  e.xecutive  vice  president-  at  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  noted  the  general  public's  interest  in  hunger  seems  to  rise 
and  (all  depending  on  television  news  reports  featuring  stories  of 
famine  and  starvation  in  faraway  lands. 

CALLUP  SAYS  TEENS  GROW  UP  SCARED:  PRINCETON, 
N.J.  (ABP)  —  America's  young  people,  surrounded  by  such  prob¬ 
lems  as  violence  and  drugs,  are  growing  up  scared,  according  to 
researcher  George  Gallup.  Using  research  gathered  from  three  scien¬ 
tifically  controlled  samplings  of  teens,  Gallup  provides  what  he  calls 
“a  reality  check”  to  separate  facts  from  impressions  and  determine 
how  teens  really  experience  the  world.  Those  “realities  are  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  book  Growing  Up  Scared  in  America  and  What  the 
Experts  Say  Parents  Can  Do  About  It.  Gallup  organized  his  find- 
-  ings  around  four  “at-risk”  behaviors  which  make  for  a  frightening 
world;  violence,  sex,  health  issues,  and  drug  and  alcohol  addiction. 
Additionally,  at  the  end  of  each  chapter,  he  includes  advice  gleaned 
from  interviews  with  leading  authorities  alxiut  how  to  deal  with  each 
of  the  risk  behaviors.  “As  every  expert  we  consulted  insists,  nothing 
is  as  essential  in  fighting  the  risks  faced  by  our  youth  than  a  solid, 
early  grounding  in  right  and  wrong,  often  rooted  in  religious  faith.  In 
combating  drug  abuse,  crime,  suicide,  irresponsible  sex.  poor  health, 
nothing  works  like  good  character.”  Gallup  concludes. 

WAYLAND  UNIVERSITY  AT  GLORIETA  DEDICATED:  GLO- 
KIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  Wayland  Baptist  University  at  Glorieta  (N.M.) 
Conference  Center  officially  opened  its  doors  July  29  with  a  dedica¬ 
tion  and  ribbon-cutting  ceremony.  Approximately  70  people  attended 
the  event  just  inside  the  entrance  of  the  conference  center  at  a  log 
building  housing  the  offices  of  the  new  learning  center.  One  day  ear¬ 
lier,  nearby  Glorieta  Church  became  the  first  New  Mexico  church  to 
provide  scholarships  hy  pledging  to  grant  two  students  $500  per 
year.  Glorieta  director  Uirry  Haslam  credited  Ray  Ezelle,  director  oj 
Glorieta' s  sales  and  marketing,  with  starting  the  proce.ss  that  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  only  Baptist  university  operation  in  New 
Mexico.  Wayland  at  Glorieta  director  Fred  Teague  called  the 
endeavor  "unusual"  and  “unprecedented. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS  EXTEND  NORTH  KOREA 
HUNGER  RELIEF:  RICHMOND  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptists  have 
shipped  almost  two  dozen  containers  of  fornl  and  ^tven  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  help  stave  off  the  starvation  that  threatens  up 
to  5  million  North  Koreans.  The  response  has  been  strong  enough  to 
allow  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  (FMB)  to  release  another  $350.0(X) 
to  the  North  Korea  relief  project.  To  date.  23  containers  of  food  — 
each  carrying  450  boxes  of  rice,  beans,  nmxlles,  and  other  nonperish¬ 
ables  —  have  been  shipped  to  North  Korea  by  Baptist  state  conven¬ 
tions,  said  Bill  Cushion,  director  of  the  FMB's  human  needs  office. 
One  other  container  is  being  prepared  for  shipment.  "We  think  almut 
the  love  Christ  had  for  us,  and  it  overflows  into  love  for  others.”  he 
added.  “Our  prayer  is  that  North  Koreans  will  recognize  we  are  doing 
this  for  no  other  reason  than  to  share  the  message  that  God  loves 
them  and  cares  for  them.” 


Gayden  Fisher  and  Lara  Hudson,  both  19,  have 
been  appointed  as  semester  missionaries  by  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU).  They  will  serve  August- 
December  in  resort  ministries  at 
Lake  Tahoe,  Calif.  They  will 
resume  their  education  after  their 
terms  of  service. 

Fisher,  daughter  of  Burke  and 
Rita  Fisher  of  Indianola,  is  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Mississippi  Delta  Commu¬ 
nity  College.  Hudson,  daughter  of 
Porter  and  Letitia  Hudson  of  Sum- 
rail,  is  a  student  at  Hinds  Commu¬ 
nity  College.  Hudson  currently  serves  as  a  smdent 
’  summer  missionary  on  an  evangelism  team  in  the 


Fisher 


Pacific  Northwest. 

The  two  women’s  total  expenses  will  be  paid  by 
fellow  students.  The  Mississippi 
BSU  raises  its  finances  entirely  by 
donations  from  students  involved 
in  34  BSU  programs  across  the 
state. 

This  year’s  budget  of 
$111,396.33  supports  Fisher  and 
79  summer  missionaries  serving 
10-week  terms. 

Baptist  Student  Union  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Department  of  Student 
Work  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  and  is  made  possible  by  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program. 


Mississippi  student  volunteers  filling 
gaps  in  California  missionary  roster 


Mississippi  Baptist  students 
stood  in  the  gap  this  summer  when 
the  Home  Mission  Board  (HMB) 
came  up  short  for  summer  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  California. 

California  had  been  allocated 
approximately  85  students  to  be 


assigned  by  state  Baptist  Student 
Unions  and  the  HMB,  but  had 
only  been  assigned  about  53  as  of 
the  first  of  May,  when  there  were 
no  more  students  to  be  appointed. 

At  that  point,  state  and  local 
BSU  personnel  began  to  publicize 


Student  Summer  missionaries  serving  in  Mississippi  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Missions  Extension  and  Associational  Administration  Depart¬ 
ment,  pictured  from  left,  are  Leslie  Dickinson,  student  at  Belhaven  Col¬ 
lege,  serving  in  Pike  /^sociation;  Alisha  Olive,  student  at  Blue  Mountain 
College,  serving  in  Lee  Association;  Roy  King,  student  at  William  Carey 
College’s  Gulf  Coast  campus,  serving  at  East  Howard  Mission  Center  in 
Gulf  Coast  Association;  Melissa  Casteel,  student  at  Blue  Mountain  College, 
serving  in  Lee  Association;  Kim  South,  student  at  William  Carey  College, 
serving  in  Tishomingo  Association;  Misha  Brown,  student  at  Pearl  River 
Community  College,  serving  at  Juniper  Grove  Church.  Pearl  River  Associ¬ 
ation;  and  Fordrena  Griffith,  student  at  William  Carey  College’s  Gulf  Coast 
campus,  serving  at  East  Howard  Center. 

- \ 
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QIO,  XTNZHT  P  EODC  XTSNZHT  XTl  WODDIQ  NR 
XTI  FTOUNE  NR  UlOXT,  P  EPDD  RIOS  AN  IWPD; 
RNS  XTNZ  OSX  EPXT  YI;  XTQ  SNU  OAU  XTQ 
FXORR  XTIQ  JNYRNSX  YI. 

MFODYF  XEIAXQ-XTSII:  RNZS 
This  week’s  clue:  R  equals  F. 

Haiv  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  sam^ 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week’s  puzzle:  Romans  Fifteen:  Thirty. 


the  need  for  additional  students  to 
serve. 

“When  all  of  the  dust  settled, 
we  had  processed  an  additional 
seven  Mississippi  BSU  students  to 
serve  in  California  this  summer,” 
said  Weaver  McCracken,  associate 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board’s  Department 
of  Student  Work. 

McCracken  added  that  this 
group,  because  of  the  lateness  of 
appointment,  were  not  in  earlier 
publications  of  posters  and  prayer 
calendars  along  with  the  other  73 
student  missionaries. 

The  students,  their  schools,  and 
hometowns  are:  Brian  Parker, 
Hinds  Community  College,  Mor¬ 
ton;  Tabetha  Bowles,  Northwest 
Community  College,  Oxford; 
Michael  l^erring,  Mississippi  State 
UnivelSity  (MSU),  Vancleave;  Jill 
Stockstill,  MSU,  Picayune;  Cas¬ 
sidy  Ganas,  MSU,  Lumberton; 
Heather  Irby,  Delta  State  Univer- 
.sity  (DSU),  Marks;  Robyn  Jones, 
DSU.  Greenwood; 

The  students’  work  ranges  from 
resort  ministry  to  leading  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  to  day  camps. 

“While  this  is  not  the  custom¬ 
ary  way  we  process  students,” 
said  McCracken,  “it  was  good  to 
see  the  last  minute  response  of 
students  to  what  was  a  critical 
situation.” 
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Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


